
 

 

 

 

  

Oakland County 
Migration, 2009-2010 
 
 
One of the major components of population change is migration – people moving 
in and out of the county.  Newly released data from the Internal Revenue Service 
(IRS) allow us to look at the county flows of both the new residents and those who 
have chosen to leave. 
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Oakland County’s population showed little growth over the past decade.  The factors that lead to this 

result were the following: 

1.  Decreasing number of births over the decade 

2. Increasing number of deaths over the decade 

3. Decreasing number of immigrants over the decade 

4. Steady, though decreasing in last 2 years, domestic outmigration over the decade 

While outmigration to other parts of the country has slowed since the heavy loss year between 2004 

and 2008, newly released data from the Internal Revenue Service allow us to better understand which 

counties contributed to Oakland County’s growth, between 2009 and 2010, and which proved to be 

magnets for those residents looking for change. 1  

Let us first understand that 444,665 households, comprising 957,314 individuals, remained in the county 

between 2009 and 2010.  We can assume that not all stayed in the same residence over the period, but 

we know that any who moved did so within county boundaries.  Moves within the State of Michigan 

were favorable to the county as 3,334 more households moved in from other counties in the state than 

moved out.  These moves represented a gain of 6,756 residents for Oakland County.  The rest of the 

nation was not as kind however.  A total of 5,498 more Oakland County households found “greener 

pastures” in other parts of the country (outside Michigan) than the county was able to attract.  This 

equated to a loss of 10,585 residents.  The combination of these streams resulted in a net loss of 2,164 

households and 3,829 individuals. 

We first look at the Top 10 Counties that contributed to Oakland County’s growth.  As one would expect, 

Wayne County, the county that lost more residents over the decade than any other county in the nation, 

was the largest contributor (one must understand, however, that 12,682 Oakland County residents still 

moved to Wayne).  The vast majority of these migrants came from the City of Detroit. Counties directly 

east (Macomb) and north (Genesee) came in second and third.  In fourth place, and the only other to 

send at least 100 more residents to Oakland than they received, was another Detroit metro county – St. 

Clair. 

County Name State Residents 
Added 

Wayne County MI 6,505 

Macomb County MI 1,146 

Genesee County MI 298 

St. Clair County MI 109 

Saginaw County MI 54 

Blount County TN 44 

Shiawassee County MI 31 

Lenawee County MI 25 

Lapeer County MI 23 

St. Joseph County IN 23 

                                                           
1
 IRS data are not able to adequately measure foreign migration on a consistent basis so such flows are not 

included in this analysis.  According to the numbers provided in this file, in- and out-migration were fairly even. 



 
 

 

 

Only two counties outside Michigan found their way into the Top 10 contributors – Blount County, TN, a 

county in the Knoxville metro area that is home for Denso Manufacturing, and St. Joseph County, 

Indiana which borders Michigan and is the home of Notre Dame. 

Now let us see where Oakland county residents are choosing to go.  I don’t think the answers are a 

surprise – they just support the assumptions that we had.  Leading the pack is Cook County, Illinois, 

home to Chicago – the true magnet for young, college educated residents to head.  Why do you think so 

many Chicago bars sport the UM and MSU colors?  Counties that are home to Phoenix, Dallas, San Diego 

and Atlanta constitute the next four.  While retirement might drive some of this, we are looking at 

strong economic regions that are providing jobs and even an element of “cool.”  With the exception of 

the one Michigan County destination - Livingston, the edge county of the Detroit metro that has been 

one of the fastest growing counties in the state for several decades, the remainder of the destinations 

are suburban counties of strong metro regions – Washington, DC, Dallas-Ft. Worth, South Florida and 

Chicago. 

County Name State Residents Lost 

Cook County IL -415 

Maricopa County AZ -299 

Harris County TX -290 

San Diego County CA -210 

Fulton County GA -190 

Fairfax County VA -187 

Livingston County MI -175 

Collin County TX -135 

Palm Beach County FL -132 

Dupage County IL -128 

 

In addition to understanding numerical flows, the data allow us to get a feel for how incomes compare, 

at a county level, for those households coming from a particular county to Oakland as opposed to those 

leaving Oakland for those counties.  I have chosen to limit this analysis to county flows of at least 100 

households in each direction so as to control for outliers that would skew the results.  The final table is 

arranged by contributing counties at the top and depopulating counties on the bottom. 

While no definitive trends emerge, we can still make some general statements. 

1. For the most part, households coming into Oakland from contributing counties have higher 

incomes than those leaving for those counties. 

2. Households leaving Oakland County for depopulating counties tend to have higher incomes 

(with the exception of Los Angeles and Cook) than those coming in. 

3. The median household income for in-migrant households of contributing counties tend to be 

lower than those of depopulating counties. 



 
 

 

4. The median household income for out-migrant households of contributing counties also tend to 

be lower than those of depopulating counties. 

 

County Name State 
In-Migrant 

Income 
Out-Migrant 

Income 
Win +/ 
Lose - 

          

Contributors 

Wayne County MI $39,229 $34,335 $4,894 

Macomb County MI $41,678 $36,930 $4,748 

Genesee County MI $41,651 $37,805 $3,846 

St Clair County MI $36,950 $38,819 -$1,869 

Lapeer County MI $35,399 $40,794 -$5,395 

Depopulators 

Kalamazoo County MI $32,823 $48,079 -$15,256 

New York County NY $56,991 $59,307 -$2,316 

Los Angeles County CA $63,541 $49,213 $14,327 

Livingston County MI $41,519 $45,244 -$3,726 

San Diego County CA $43,047 $75,978 -$32,931 

Maricopa County AZ $45,262 $57,571 -$12,308 

Cook County IL $54,544 $52,596 $1,948 

 

In order to understand the economic dynamics of a county, it is critical to understand its population 

structure as well.  The 2010 Census showed that Oakland County is aging and, with few exceptions, the 

only categories of growth are those 50 years and over.  The economic tsunami of the past decade 

resulted in home foreclosures, drastic drops in housing value, job losses, unemployment gains and a 

median household income that dropped by 25.6 percent between 1999 and 2010. 

An increase in births is not a trend that we expect to see.  An aging population will mean more deaths in 

the future.  Growth will only come through migration. Understanding the current market and recent 

migration flows will help us better direct our attraction efforts for the future.   


