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 Measuring The State of Detroitõs 
Food System  



Overview  

ÅMeasuring Groceries and 

Accessibility  

ïChallenges  

ïIndicators  

ïCurrent State in Detroit  
 

ÅBrief Introduction to Market 

Analysis  
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Challenges of Definitions  

ÅWhat is a Grocery Store?  
ïòA store established primarily for the retailing of 

foodó? (Oxford) 

 

ïòA full range of food products with an emphasis 

on fresh fruits and vegetables, meats and other 

perishable goodsó? (FRESH) 

 

ïòA store selling fresh produce, fresh meat, fresh 

bread, and fresh dairy, whose primary purpose is 

selling foodó? (MDARD) 
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Detroit Food Data  

ÅDetroit lags behind other major cities  

ïLimited knowledge of items carried, food 

quality, pricing, income, hours, etc.  

 

ÅData is improving  

ïDoing Development Differently in Detroit 

(D4) 2011 Survey  

ïD3/DEGC 2012 square footage analysis  

ïMichigan Department of Human Services 

(MDHS) Bridge Card spending data release  
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Challenges of Definitions  

ÅWhat is a Grocery Store?  

ïData Driven Detroitõs Starting Point: òA store 

selling fresh produce, fresh meat, fresh bread, 

and fresh dairy, whose primary purpose is selling 

food.ó (MDARD) 

ïCurrently being refined  

ïKnown Public Indicators  

ÅBridge Card Spending  

ÅSquare Footage  

ÅQuality Survey  
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Bridge Card Redemptions  

ÅTotal Monthly Bridge Card Spending at Detroit Grocery 

Stores ð $25,062,851 

ÅMonthly Bridge Card Spending at Detroit Grocery 

Stores ð $197,345.28 Per Store  
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Store Size 

ÅSize is a surprisingly strong indicator for 

selection  
ïAccording to USDA analyses, stores typically stock 1 

item/ stockkeeping  unit (SKU) per 1.2 square feet of space.   

 

ÅDetroit Grocery stores are typically small  
ï45,000 sqf: Average size in U.S.  Urban stores tend to be 

smaller, more compact.  

ï18,450 sqf: Average in Detroit.  Only nine stores are 45,000 

sqf or more.   
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