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OVERVIEW 

Background 

With the support of the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, Project for Public Spaces asked Data Driven 

Detroit to undertake a study of the location of existing farmers markets in Detroit.   These 

markets are part of a network called Detroit Community Markets and range from very small 

neighborhood markets of one or two vendors to Eastern Market which has hundreds of 

vendors.    Most of the smaller neighborhood markets are experiencing challenges in attracting 

and serving customers.     

The goals of the study, therefore, were: 

 To study and compare the demographic characteristics of existing farmers markets in 

Detroit  

 To study how the location of markets relates to communities where there is need for 

better access to fresh food and where there are other social and economic challenges 

 

Methodology 

In order to better understand the current conditions and future market opportunities, Data 

Driven Detroit employed a variety of public and proprietary data in a series of thorough 

spatial and tabular data analyses.  Using data from the U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Department of 

Agriculture, Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, Pure Michigan, 

National Establishment Time-Series (NETS), Tele Atlas, Eastern Market Corporation, American 

Community Survey, Detroit Independent Grocers Association, and Local Employment 

Dynamics OnTheMap, and under close consultation with Eastern Market Corporation and 

Project for Public Spaces, Data Driven Detroit utilized standards and criteria consistent with 

extant literature from the U.S. Department of Agriculture and U.S. Department of Housing and 

Urban Development.   While using nationally-recognized criteria for identifying grocery stores 

and determining food accessibility, the study also accounts for the diverse, nuanced local 

context – a city marked by low transportation accessibility, high rates of poverty, a rapidly 

evolving landscape and inconsistent data sources – by incorporating local expertise and a fine-

grain analysis.  Unless otherwise noted, all data are current as of November 2012.   

Key Findings 

 Detroit is at the center of a diverse tri-county system of 66 farmers markets spread 

across Macomb, Oakland, and Wayne Counties. 

 Despite losing more than 1.1 million residents since 1950, Detroit remains among the 

nation’s densest large cities with 5,142 residents per square mile. 

 Detroit has 115 grocery stores, although independent analyses suggest many often offer 

unsatisfactory selection, cost, or quality. 
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MAPS AND COMMENTARY 

 

Location of Farmers Markets in the Region 

The city of Detroit is at the center of a large and diverse system of farmers markets.  The 

number of farmers markets across the region has expanded over the last 10-20 years, increasing 

regional access to markets and competition between markets.  Over the past five to seven 

years, especially, many new markets have opened, such as those in Dearborn and Hamtramck. 

In the tri-county region of Macomb, Oakland, and Wayne Counties, nearly 85% of residents are 

within a five-minute drive of one or more farmers markets.   

This high level of accessibility does not translate to equal access.  While the presence or 

number of farmers markets corresponds to population density, the size and scale of these 

markets better correlate to market area median income.  With the notable exception of Detroit’s 

Eastern Market, the larger markets tend to be in the more affluent areas of Oakland County, 
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western Wayne County, and southern Macomb County.  Moreover, many areas of Detroit and 

some inner-ring suburbs have relatively low automobile access, suggesting that five-minute 

drive times may be a poor indication of access.   

   

Population Density  

Despite a net loss of more than 1.1 million residents between 1950 and 2010, Detroit is still a 

comparatively dense city.  Detroit’s average population density is greater than that of peer 

cities such as Las Vegas, Portland, Denver, Austin, Nashville, Salt Lake City, Louisville, and 

Indianapolis.  Among American cities its size or larger, Detroit is among the densest.  This 

density, however, is not uniform across the city.  Areas such as the lower east side and the far 

west side have high vacancy rates while other areas remain quite dense.  Some of the city’s 

densest areas, such as those around Hamtramck, in Southwest Detroit, and in Osborn in the 

city’s northeast corner, are more than a five minute drive to the nearest farmers market, 

suggesting they lack adequate access to a neighborhood farmers market and offer 

opportunities for new market development.   

 



 

 5 

 

Food Access  

Using the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) definition of a grocery store, as a store 

whose central purpose is food sales and which offers “fresh meat and poultry, produce, dairy, 

dry and packaged foods, and frozen foods,” (USDA 2009, p. 15) and the USDA standard of 

3,280 feet to determine food accessibility (USDA 2009, p. 3), this map illustrates the Euclidian – 

the geodesic or “as the crow flies” distance – food accessibility for every parcel in Detroit.  

Under the USDA definition of grocery stores, the city is home to 115 full-service grocery stores.  

As the map suggests, most neighborhoods of the city enjoy an acceptable level of access to at 

least a rudimentary grocery store.  These statistics, however, do not account for the selection, 

cost, or quality of available food, as no data for these attributes were readily available.  Recent 

selective or ongoing analyses by Gleaners Community Food Bank (GCFB) and Doing 

Development Differently in Detroit (Unequal Access: Two Tiers of Food Safety, 2012) have found 

that many of these stores offer inadequate selection, unsatisfactory quality, or exorbitant prices.  

Except for stores that are part of the Aldi and Save-A-lot chains or part of the Spartan Stores 

distribution partnership, most of these stores are independent in nature.  Many of these stores, 
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particularly those in Southwest Detroit, are of relatively small size, including many of less than 

5,000 square feet.  This scale suggests a limited selection.   

 The overall population has decreased at a faster rate than the number of grocery stores 

since 2000 or 2005 – suggesting that the number of food insecure residents is declining even as 

land area considered food insecure is increasing. 

 
Commercial Corridors  

This map highlights the corridors home to the greatest concentration of the city’s for-profit 

businesses.  Among these corridors, the map makes the distinction between corridors that are 

home to a density of businesses greater than the median – “primary corridors” – and a density 

below the median – “secondary corridors.”  In recognition of the fact that commercial traffic 

often flows along thoroughfares, the map aggregates business data to entire corridors, not just 

corridor segments, so that the entire length of Michigan Avenue is measured against the entire 

length of Gratiot Avenue, for example.  Of the city’s farmers markets, all but two – Peaches & 

Greens Store and the Oakland Ave. Farmers Market – are located on or near one of more major 

commercial corridors.   
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 In the context of Detroit, this analysis uses business density as an imperfect analogue 

for commercial occupancy and streetscape integrity.  Notably, this analysis does not account 

for business size, so small home-based businesses are weighted equally to major institutions.  

For this reason, Woodward Avenue is classified as a secondary corridor while Greenfield Road 

is classified as a primary corridor, even though Woodward Avenue may be home to a greater 

concentration of business activity, but not businesses.  Along the same lines, the map only 

accounts for Detroit-based businesses, and so is biased towards non-border streets since 

businesses on only one side of these thoroughfares are counted.  Only half of businesses along 

some prominent commercial corridors, such as Telegraph and 8 Mile Roads, are Detroit-based, 

so do not measure favorably in this metric. 

Percentage of Youth, 0-9  

As this map illustrates, the city’s children aged 0-9 – or roughly those between birth and fourth 

grade – are disproportionately distributed in Southwest Detroit, in the Warrendale area of the 

west side, and the Osborn community on the northeast side.  There is no farmers market in two 

of these areas:  Southwest Detroit and the northeast side.  This pattern suggests two potential 

shortcomings of the present distribution of farmers markets across the city: Lack of access 



 

 8 

among families with pre-adolescent children, and a failure to build familiarity with future 

consumers in areas likely to have a relatively stable population in the future.   

 These areas – Southwest Detroit, Warrendale, and Osborne – have remained as popular 

centers for families with young children over the past 20 years.  Southwest Detroit is home to a 

large population of Latino immigrants, Warrendale is home to a large population of Middle 

Eastern immigrants, and Osborn is home to a large population of residents moving from other 

areas of the city, potentially drawn by the large stock of comparatively affordable homes.  For 

each of these unique reasons, these areas have historically had a disproportionate population 

of young families with young children.  While the growth in the population of young children 

appears to have slowed in Osborne, the other two areas are home to an increasing relative 

concentration of younger children.  

Percentage of Youth, 10-19  

The distribution of the city’s youth aged 10-19 is different from that of youth aged 0-9.  As this 

map illustrates, youth aged 10-19 – or roughly those in fourth grade through high school – are 

disproportionately distributed on the city’s east side, while the west side is home to sporadic 

pockets of adolescent residents.  The greatest concentrations of older youth are in Jefferson-
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Chalmers on the southeast side, the LaSalle College Park area east of Hamtramck, Osborn on 

the northeast side, and Brightmoor on the city’s west side.  Despite this divergent pattern for 

adolescent youth, this group is similarly concentrated in areas comparatively underserved by 

farmers markets.   

 While youth aged 10-19 have historically been concentrated in some neighborhoods 

more than others, this demographic was more uniformly distributed across the city during the 

1990 and 2000 censuses.  U.S. Census Bureau data suggests that families with children of this 

age group are disproportionately likely to leave Detroit, perhaps spurring unequal declines of 

this demographic as some areas suffer from greater population losses than others. 

 

 
Percentage of Population Receiving Public Assistance 

In many areas of Detroit, a majority of residents receive public assistance.  As the map 

suggests, the number of residents receiving SNAP and other public assistance benefits is rather 

evenly distributed across the city.  However, as the map also illustrates, there is a comparative 

concentration of public assistance recipients in the center of the city, in a corridor anchored by 

Hamtramck and Highland park, roughly along and between McNichols Avenue and 
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Mack/Martin Luther King Jr. Avenues, which corresponds well with the existing distribution 

of farmers markets.  In this regard, the city’s extant farmers markets are well situated to serve 

residents receiving public food and financial support. 

 In recent years, the number of public assistance recipients in the city has remained 

relatively stable as decreasing per capita income – and thus increasing eligibility for public 

assistance – has somewhat counteracted population loss.  As higher-income residents have 

disproportionately left the city over this period, the concentration and spread of public 

assistance recipients have both increased.  

Percentage below the Poverty Line  

The geographic distribution of residents meeting federal poverty guidelines is similar to that of 

the distribution residents receiving of public assistance.  As is the case with public assistance 

recipients in Detroit, residents living at or below federal poverty standards reside throughout 

the city, often in heavily concentrated communities.  A similar spatial pattern is evident, in that 

residents meeting federal poverty guidelines are most concentrated along and between 

McNichols Avenue and Mack/Martin Luther King Jr. Avenues.  Except for Southwest Detroit 

and the city’s northeast side, the current placement of existing farmers markets appears to 
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correspond to the greatest concentrations of poverty.  Over the last 10 or 20 years, the city’s 

poverty rate has increased with population decline, as higher income residents have been 

disproportionately likely to move to suburban areas.   

 

Percentage of Residents who are African American  

Although Detroiters are predominately African American, this map illustrates that the city’s 

racial distribution is not uniform.  Southwest Detroit and Greater Downtown, especially, are 

home to larger concentrations of white, Latino, and Asian residents, along with smaller 

concentrations in the Villages community, East English Village, the area surrounding 

Hamtramck, and the far west side.  Over time, the city has become increasingly African 

American, as white residents have moved out at a greater relative rate.  
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Single-Parent Families 

Aside from a strong clustering of children living in two-parent families in Southwest Detroit, 

children living in single-parent families are at once pervasive and randomly distributed across 

the city.  No clear pattern is readily apparent.  Because the city’s largest concentration of 

children in two-parent households is not served a farmers market, the existing network of 

farmers markets appears to disproportionately serve many of the city’s concentrations of 

children in single-parent families. 

 Echoing national trends, the city has increasingly become home to single-parent 

families.  Nationally, approximately 67% of African American children lived in single-parent 

families in 2011, and the city’s children – who are overwhelmingly African American – follow 

this trend.  In this regard, Detroit is similar to peer cities such as Cleveland, Chicago, 

Milwaukee, Baltimore, and Atlanta. 
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Office Worker and College Student Population  

As this map illustrates, only two markets – Wayne State University Farmers Market and 

Eastern Market – are located within or near large concentrations of daytime population given 

their placement within Greater Downtown.  The smaller Windmill Market, located near the 

University of Detroit Mercy and Sinai-Grace Hospital, is near a small daytime population 

center along the West McNichols corridor.   

 This map accounts for employees and student enrollment at colleges and universities 

by census tract.  Data Driven Detroit computed the daytime population using the formula: 

DTP = (X + Y + Z) – (A + B), Where DTP = day time population, X = total population, Y = 

employees working in the area, Z = students enrolled in the area, A = employees living in the 

area, and B = students living in the area.  Due to the limitations of available work and school 

data, these analyses offer only an approximate estimate.  These analyses assume that all 

workers and students work or attend class during standard business hours.  While these 

assumptions may hold true for many workers and students, 24-hour establishments, such as 

hospitals, do not conform to this assumption.   
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 As many of the city’s commercial thoroughfares have seen declines in business activity 

over the past 10 to 20 years, the city’s employment has become increasingly concentrated in the 

Greater Downtown area.  A large concentration of downtown employment is not unusual for a 

city of Detroit’s size, but the relative lack of neighborhood-based industry and commerce is 

only typical of cities with similar levels of population loss and disinvestment.  This large 

concentration of daytime population suggests downtown may offer future opportunities for 

market development. 

COMPARATIVE DEMOGRAPHICS 

The following charts offer the comparative demographics of the five-minute drive time service 

area for each of the nine Detroit farmers markets.  Maps of these five-minute drive time service 

areas are in Appendix A.  These are data are aggregated to Manhattan distance polygons 

(taxicab geometry, or non-as the crow flies service areas that account for travel direction 

limitations of street networks) from census tract centroids.  

Total Population in Service Area 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010.   
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Youth Population in Service Area 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010.   

Public Assistance and Poverty in Service Area 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2007-2011.   
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Racial and Ethnic Composition in Service Area 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010.   
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Housing Occupancy in Service Area 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010.   

 

Household and Per Capita Income in Service Area 

 
Source: U.S. Census Bureau American Community Survey, 2007-2011.   



 

 18 

 

 

Bridge Card Spending at Area Retailers in Service Area 

 
Source: Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, 2012.   

 

Size of Service Area in Square Miles 
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Source: Data Driven Detroit, 2013.   

 

APPENDIX A: REFERENCE MAPS 
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