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Census Products 



Census Products 

PL 94-171: Redistricting Data 

 

ÅApril 2011- Michigan 

ÅEarly release to states for establishing 

voting districts 

ÅPopulation, Race, Hispanic/Latino, # 

Housing Units 

ÅPopulation by Under 18 



Census Products 

Advance Group Quarters Data 

 

ÅReleased a month after PL in Michigan 

ÅPopulation in Group Quarters 

ÅTo assist with redistricting efforts 



Census Products 

SF 1 Demographic Profiles 

 

ÅReleased mid-August 

ÅSummary File 1 

ÅñShort Formò data 

ÅHigh number of data tables describing 

population, household population and 

housing units 



Summary File 1 (SF 1) 

 

Å Population: 
ï By Race: Hispanic by Race, Non-Hispanic by Race 

ï By Gender By Age: In 5 year increments 

ï By Group Quarters subset: colleges, prisons, nursing facilities 

ï In Households: By type of HH, by presence of kids, seniors 

Å Households: 
ï By Race of Householder 

ï By Household Type: Family/Non-family, One person, etc. 

ï By Presence of: Kids, over 60, 65, 75 

ï By Household Size 

Å Housing Units: 
ï By Occupancy: By Vacant, Occupied 

ï By Tenure: Renter, Owner 

ï By Race of HHr 

 



SF 1 Primer and Metadata 

ÅSF 1 technical document: 

 http://www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/doc/sf

1.pdf 

ïField Definitions 

ïList of Tables (i.e., P12 = Sex by Age) 

ïDetailed Table Variable Definitions 

 

ÅAlso find it through census.gov Č 

publications Č Census of Population 

http://www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/doc/sf1.pdf
http://www.census.gov/prod/cen2010/doc/sf1.pdf


Census Products 

American Community Survey 

 

ÅDescribes the way Americans live 

ÅñReplacesò the Census 2000 Long Form 

SF3 

ÅSamples done continuously, released 

every year 

ÅVS. ñsnapshot in timeò 



Census Products 

American Community Survey 

 

ÅProducts: 1, 3 and 5 year averages 

ÅDepends on size of unit 

ÅAvailable more often, less precise 

ÅMargins of Error 



American Community Survey 

(ACS) 

 



ACS Primer 

ÅACS general Handbook: 

ïhttp://www.census.gov/acs/www/Downloads/h

andbooks/ACSGeneralHandbook.pdf 

OR 

ïwww.census.gov/acs Č Guidance for data 

users Č Handbooks for data users Č ñWhat 

general data users need to knowò 

http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Downloads/handbooks/ACSGeneralHandbook.pdf
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Downloads/handbooks/ACSGeneralHandbook.pdf
http://www.census.gov/acs/www/Downloads/handbooks/ACSGeneralHandbook.pdf
http://www.census.gov/acs


2000 Census  

vs.  

2010 Census  



2000 vs. 2010 
 

ÅLong Form data/ Summary File 3 

discontinued 

ÅAmerican Community Survey instituted 

ÅTract and Block Group Boundary changes- 

including the addition of ñwater tractsò 

ÅLots more blocks (many contain no 

population) 



2000 Long Form (SF 3) 



2000 vs. 2010 

American 

Community 

Survey now 

compliments 

decennial census 

population counts. 

 



2000 vs. 2010: Changes in Census Unit 

Boundaries 





2000 vs. 2010 

Simple split with 

ñbread crumbsò 
 

2000  ID 2010 ID 
 

1330 Č   1330.01 

         1330.02 

  1330.03 

 

Boundary change/ 

new identifier 
 

2000  ID 2010 ID 
 

1542 Č   1550 

         1551 

  1552 (part) 

 



2000 vs 2010: More Blocks  



2000 vs 2010: Linework  

Note for GIS users: 2010 Tiger lines were 

redrawn. 

ÅDo not line up with each other 

ÅñSelect by locationò operations will not 

select correctly 

ÅYOU SHOULD REDOWNLOAD THEM! 



Census Aggregation Unit 

Review 



Census Geography 

Relationships  



Knowing Your  Census 

Geographies: Blocks  
ÅBlocks- All geographies are built from 

blocks 

ÅCensus Block is not same as ñBlock Faceò 

ïBackyards touch 

 

 

 



11/1/2011 www.DataDrivenDetroit.org  

Block common usage: 

Houses that face 

one another 



www.DataDrivenDetroit.org  

Census Block : 

Houses between four 

streets (roughly) 



Knowing Your  Census Geographies: 

Block Groups and Tracts  

ÅMeaningful for neighborhood analysis 

ÅAmerican Community Survey data 

available (with varying degrees of margins 

of errors) 

ÅBureau tries to keep Tract and BG 

populations within a range 

ÅCan change from one enumeration to the 

next 

 



Knowing Your  Census 

Geographies: Counties  

ÅBlock groups always align with County 

borders 

ÅHigh degree of accuracy 

ÅConsistent from year to year (unless 

annexations happen) 

ÅSummarized for all major Census products 



Knowing Your  Census 

Geographies: Places  

ÅDifferent from state to state 

ÅIncorporated areas 

ÅIn Michigan: Cities, Charter Townships and 

Villages 

ÅGaps between places 

ÅOften overlap Block Groups and Tracts 

ÅSummaries must be built from block 

aggregations 



Knowing Your  Census Geographies: 

County Subdivisions  

ÅCities, Charter Townships, Unincorporated 

Townships ï not villages  

ÅOften overlap Block Groups and Tracts 

ÅNo gaps in coverage 



Knowing Your  Census 

Geographies: MSA and CSA  

ÅMetropolitan (or Micropolitan) Statistical 

Areas vs. Combined Statistical Areas 

ÅAreas of large populations, dense urban 

core and closely connected economic 

activity 

ÅIn Michigan: 5 CSAs 



ÅCSAs can 

contain multiple 

MSAs 


