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Wayne 2,061,162 1,820,584 -240,578 -11.7%
Oakland 1,194,156 1,202,362 8,206 0.7%
Macomb 788,149 840,978 52,829 6.7%
Livingston 156,951 180,967 24,016 15.3%
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2000
population

2010
population

Percent
changeChange

Michigan population change

The U.S. census reports that Detroit lost 25 percent of its
population in the past decade. The exodus from the city
contributed to significant losses in Wayne County;
meanwhile, Oakland County remained flat while Macomb
and Livingston showed healthy gains.

Macombgains
6.7%,Oakland
flat,Wayne
down11.7%

BYRONFRENCH,
LEONARDN.FLEMING
ANDMIKEWILKINSON

TheDetroitNews

Please see Census, Page 7A

Berman:
Smaller can
be better. 7A

Oakland:Population
gain includes
diversity. 8A

Wayne:Older
suburbs lose, outer

ring gains. 9A

Macomb:Black
population grows

by 240%. 9A

Washtenaw:County
numbers up; Ann
Arbor’s flat. 10A

Patches of growth emerged in
Michigan’s northwestern and
western counties since 2000,
even though the overall state
population declined, according
to census figures released Tues-
day.

GrandTraverseCounty led the
population surge in the north-
west, increasing 12 percent from
2000-10 to 86,986people. Emmet
County grew 4 percent to 32,694
people, and Leelanau County 2.8
rose percent to 21,708 people.

“We still have people moving
in fromall over theU.S.,” saidCar-
ol Franklin, a Realtor in Grand
Traverse County. Families of all
ages — young couples to retirees
— havemoved in fromNew York,
Georgia, Texas and California,
looking for year-round homes
and the amenities up north.

“Wedon’thavecrime,wedon’t
have graffiti, you can have kids
play in the yard.”

The uptick reflects a trend
that emerged from otherwise so-
bering statewide census num-
bers: Larger cities from Flint and
Grand Rapids to Warren and Li-
vonia lost residents, while popu-
lations grew in bedroomcommu-
nities, vacation hotspots and ru-
ral enclaves.

In southeastern Michigan, Li-
vingston County experienced the
fastest growth, increasing 15.3
percent to180,967—mostly from
residents leaving Wayne and
Oakland counties. Macomb
County also grew 6.7 percent to
840,978 residents, as African-
Americans moved to southern
suburbsand longtimecounty res-
idents moved farther north.

Sprawl also was a factor in
Clinton County outside Lansing,

State’s west,
northwest
see modest

growth

Please see State, Page 10A

BY CATHERINE JUN
The Detroit News
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Census will
cost Mich.
one seat
in Congress
Detroit’s population
loss will push major
changes for two
political districts.
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“UNTIL PEOPLE ARE COMFORTABLE WITH THE
SCHOOL SYSTEM, UNTIL INSURANCE RATES AND
TAXES ARE LOWER, UNTIL PEOPLE FEEL THERE’S
A VALUE TO LIVING IN DETROIT, PEOPLE ARE

GOING TO CONTINUE TO LEAVE.”
Demographer Kurt Metzger
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troit was overpaid.
“We are in a fiscal crisis and

we have to fight for every dollar,”
Bing said. “Every person that’s
counted in the census brings ap-
proximately $10,000 to Detroit
over the next decade for schools,
roads, hospitals and social servic-
es programs likeMedicaid.”

Bing said the city needs to find
another 40,000 residents to
bring the population to 750,000.
That threshold could “make adif-
ference in terms of what we can
get from the federal government
as well as the state government,”
he said.

Demographer Reynolds Far-
ley, professor emeritus at the In-
stitute for Social Research at the
University of Michigan, says cen-
sus count appeals generally only

increase figures marginally.
“Theymayget 2,000or3,000, but
nothing significant,” Farley said.

Loss of cash, clout
The number also could be sig-

nificant in other ways. For exam-
ple, state lawallowscommunities
with populations of at least
750,000 to levy income taxes of 3
percent for residents and 1.5 per-
cent for nonresidents who work
in the city. It wasn’t immediately
clearwhat impactDetroit’s popu-
lation loss would have on its in-
come tax or the law.

That’s just one of as many as
100 state bills will potentially
have to be rewritten because of
the new census figures. Because
cities cannot be mentioned by
name, they are identified by pop-

ulation, said Burton Leland, a
Wayne County commissioner
and former state representative.

Laws meant to apply only to
Detroit already were rewritten
once, to change from “cities over
1 million” to “cities over 750,000.”
Now, they will need to be rewrit-
ten again, said Leland.

Detroit also is likely to lose
clout in Lansing, because state
House and Senate districts will
be redrawn based on the 2010
census.

The Skillman Foundation,
which is in themidst of a 10-year,
$100 million investment in six
Detroit neighborhoods, will not
change its commitment because
of the declines, said Sharnita
Johnson, a senior program offi-
cer for Skillman.

“We still know there are a sig-
nificantnumberof families living
in the areas we are working in,”
she said. “We hope our work will
encourage and inspire folks to re-
main ormove back to the city.”

Katy Locker, a vice president
of programs for the Hudson-
Webber Foundation, said the
group was surprised by how low
the number dipped.

But she said the foundation,
which spends about $6 million a
year in Detroit, is convinced that
a significant number of Detroit
neighborhoods remain strong
and worth investing in.

rfrench@detnews.com
(313) 222-2175

Detroit NewsStaffWriter
ChristineMacDonald contributed.

The Detroit NewsSource: U.S. Census Bureau
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Michigan changes
While most Michigan cites recorded population drops, the west and
northwest parts of the state showed modest growth. In the northwest,
Grand Traverse’s population jumped 12 percent. Clinton County near Lansing
led the state with a 16.4 percent increase.
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I R ONI RON

ONTONAGONONTONAGON

HOUGHTON

GOGEB I C

BARAGA

MARQUE T T E A LG ER

DE L TA

SCHOOLCRA F T

LUCELUCE

CH I P P EWA

MACK I N ACMACK I N AC

KEWEENAW

MENOM I N E EMENOM I N E E

D I C K I N SON

CHAR L EVO I X

O TS EGO
ANTR IM

PRESQUE I S L EPR ESQUE I S L E

A LP ENAA LP ENAL E E L ANAU
CRAWFORDCRAWFORD

BENZ I E GRAND
TRAVERS E

WEXFORD

M I S SAUKE E

ROSCOMMON

OSCODAOSCODA
A LCONAA LCONA

I O SCOI O SCO

CHEBOYGANCHEBOYGAN

MONTMORENCYMONTMORENCY

MAN I S T E E

EMMET

KA LKASKA

OGEMAW

MASON
LAKE

OSCEO LA
C LARE

MECOS TA

I S ABE L L A

ARENACARENAC

BAY

HURONHURON

TUSCO LA

SAN I L AC

OCEANA

MUSKEGON
MONTCA LM

GRAT I O T

I ON I A
C L I N TON

BARRY

EA TON
I NGHAM

LAPE ER
S T .
C L A I R

B ERR I E N CASS

J ACKSON

MONROE

L I V I N GS TON

CA LHOUN

S T .
J O S EPH H I L L SDA L E

K EN T

MACOMB

KA LAMAZOO

L ENAWEE

WWAYNEAYNE

I RON

ONTONAGON

LUCE

MACK I N AC

MENOM I N E E

PRESQUE I S L E

A LP ENA
CRAWFORD

OSCODA
A LCONA

I O SCO

CHEBOYGAN

MONTMORENCY

ARENAC

HURON

WAYNE

OAK LAND

WASHT ENAW

SH I AWASSE E

G ENES E E

G LADW I N

SAG I N AW

M I D LAND

OT TAWA

NEWAYGO

A L L EGAN

BRANCH

VAN BUREN

The Rev. Darryl Gaddy has moved to Harper Woods: “We do a lot of community work. But the community has
gotten so bad, while I still serve the community, I can’t live in it.”

Todd McInturf / The Detroit News
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Detroit's decline
Detroit’s 2010 population fell to levels
matching World War I. It peaked in the
1950 census at 1.85 million.

The Detroit NewsSource: U.S. Census Bureau

Census
Continued fromPage 1A

when 2010 census figures were
released, but the scope of the de-
cline stunned even the experts.

“That’s lower than anything I
could have imagined,” Metzger
said. “This makes it even more
critical to figure out what’s going
on in the city.”

Among big cities, only New
Orleans lost a larger percentage
of its population, the result of
Hurricane Katrina. Detroit’s loss
wasn’t from a natural disaster,
but an economic storm. A dec-
ade-long recession, double-digit
unemployment rates and a fore-
closure crisis that left thousands
of homes abandoned combined
to push more people out of the
city.

“People were tired of lack of
services,” Metzger said. “They
wanted to be able to shop in their
neighborhood and feel safe.”

A decade of change
Middle-class whites had been

moving to Detroit’s sprawling
suburbs for a half-century. Mid-
dle-class African-Americans fol-
lowed, beginning in the 1990s,
Metzger said. When housing
prices plummeted in recent
years, more Detroiters could af-
ford to flee.

“It’s the crime, the insurance
rates, it’s so overwhelming for
people trying to be legal andhon-
est and work and live in the city,”
said Darryl Gaddy, 44, who was
born and raised in East Detroit
and recently moved to Harper
Woods.

Gaddy is theminister of Victo-
ry Fellowship Church on the
city’s east side. “We do a lot of
community work,” he said. “But
thecommunityhasgottensobad,
while I still serve the community,
I can’t live in it.

“It saddensmebecause Iknow
the possibilities and the opportu-
nities that exist. But investment
left the city.”

Oakland County’s black popu-
lation grew35 percent, whileMa-
comb County’s grew a whopping
240 percent.

Eastpointe’s black population
grew five-fold in the decade; St.
Clair Shores and Warren’s black
populations grew about four-
fold.

Charilyn Goolsby, 45, left the
city in 2009 with her 15-year-old
daughter for Southfield. Between
crime, City Hall corruption, in-
surance costs and schools, “it just
got to be toomuch,”Goolsby said.

“Detroit just got too messy for
me,” saidGoolsby, a business con-
sultant. “I was not getting the
benefits of those tax dollars. The
city services are poor and I could
not use the school system. And
you look at the cost of living and
the corruption, we had to leave.”

Detroit lost 44 percent of its
white residents, and 24 percent

of its black residents. The His-
panic population was stable. De-
troit now has about the same
number of white residents as St.
Clair Shores.

“If you don’t have a job, your
tendency is tomoveoutand try to
find areas where they do have
jobs, and I think that dramatical-
ly really hurt this region overall,”
said Wayne County Executive
Robert Ficano. “It’s disappoint-
ing in the numbers. Looking to
the future, there are a lot of op-
portunities that if we do this
right, people will not only have
jobs here but will be attracted to
the state. What we have to do is
focus on the future.”

Detroit to protest count
Detroit Mayor Bing said the

city will challenge the results
“immediately.”

“Personally, I don’t believe
that the number is accurate and I
don’t believe it will stand up as
we go through with our chal-
lenge,” he said. “The census has a
history of undercounting resi-
dents inurban cities like De-
troit.”

City Council President Char-

les Pugh appealed to the census
to count Detroit’s lawbreakers.
There are thousands of Detroi-
ters in prisons around the state
who should be counted as city
residents, he said. Pugh argued
that Detroit’s population is also
undercounted because “we know
that there are thousands of peo-
ple,becauseof car insurance, that
have addresses in the suburbs.”

If the numbers aren’t revised,
the low census count is “poten-
tially devastating” to the city,
Pugh said.

Part of the revenue sharing
cash given to cities by the state is
based on population. Detroit’s
share of that pot of money was
$60.3million in the 2009-10 bud-
get year. While the formula is
complex, the cash-strapped city
could lose millions of dollars
each year because of thenewcen-
sus figures, said Jim Stansell,
economist with the Michigan
House Fiscal Agency.

That losswill be felt as early as
nextmonth,when the state sends
out its next bimonthly revenue
sharing checks to cities.

Because thebudgetyear ishalf
over, the remaining state checks
sent to Detroit not only will re-
flect the lower revenue sharing
figures, but will be cut evenmore
to make up for the cash that De-
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1. New York
2. Los Angeles
3. Chicago
4. Houston
5. Philadelphia
6. Phoenix
7. San Antonio
8. San Diego
9. Dallas
10. San Jose, Ca.
11. Jacksonville, Fla.
12. Indianapolis
13. San Francisco
14. Austin, Tex.
15. Columbus, Oh.
16. Fort Worth, Tx.
17. Charlotte, N.C.
18. Detroit
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945,942
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821,784

820,445
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790,390

713,777

731,424
741,206

City 2010 population

Profile plummets
Detroit dropped from the nation’s 11th
largest city to the 18th.

* Not released yet, estimate from 2009
Source: U.S. Census Bureau

Detroit Mayor Bing said Tuesday
that the city will challenge the
census results “immediately.”

Clarence Tabb Jr. / The Detroit News

“The census figures clearly show
how crucial it is to reinvent
Michigan,” Gov. Rick Snyder said.

Dale G. Young / The Detroit News

2000 2010

Diversifying the suburbs
Tens of thousands of African-American Detroiters moved to the suburbs during the 2000s,
creating an unprecedented shift in the region’s population.

Key 0 to 5% 5 to 10% 10 to 25% More than 25%

The Detroit News
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H as it occurred to anyone that
smaller might be beautiful?

For over a year, Detroit
Mayor Dave Bing has insisted that he
has no plans to downsize the city. Even
so, the population has done an excellent
job of clearing out on its own: 237,493
people have left since 2000, and the U.S.
census numbersmemorialize their
absence.

Let City Council President Charles
Pugh and others express their official
faux shock at a situation that’s readily
observable to any city dweller. Statisti-
cal assistance isn’t required. The empti-
ness is as obvious here as the crowds in
New York’s Times Square: occasional
pedestrians on once teeming avenues,
drifts of weeds where neighborhoods

once stood, and the near dearth of for-
profit business of any kind.

The census provides a get-real wake-
up call to politicians who would prefer
to pretend. They’d rather deem them-
selves deserving of the perks and sala-
ries of three decades ago, when the
city’s population was 1.2 million. With
big numbers come federal and state
money, respect and social status.

These numbers give the lie to delu-
sional thinking and endless gazing in
the rearviewmirror. The bygone era of
Detroit greatness is 60 years out of date.
New numbers arrive just in time to
usher in a new era.

Census numbers aren’t Shakespea-
rean tragedies. They are devoid of emo-
tion even as they tell us who we are. On

Tuesday, Bing and the
council president
predictably called for
recounts, as Pugh
described thousands
of uncounted prison-
ers and insurance
fraudsters pretend-
ing to live elsewhere.
(He urged them to

’fess up, saying, “Wewant your numbers
so we can get federal dollars and state
dollars.”)

Such recount calls have been tried
before. Over the past century, Detroit’s
population soared from 466,000 in 1910
to 1.85million in 1950. Ever since, it’s
been falling.

Detroit’s growth in the first half of

the 20th century was “one of the great
growth stories in American history,”
says Charles Ballard, an economics
professor atMichigan State University.

But its subsequent slide is equally
unprecedented.

It’s easy to be pessimistic about the
city’s future — but there is reason for
optimism.

Detroit’s cheap land, access to a great
riverfront and developed streets and
expressways could be enticing to new
residents. Its historical buildings are
irreproducible structures with power
and grandeur.

With great parks, an abundance of
new gardens, major universities and the
initiative of a few bold corporations and
their leaders, Detroit can seize this

moment as the city that’s fallen back to
Earth.

The census numbers need not be
taken as a death toll. They can be con-
strued as a shove of encouragement, a
push toward reimagining the city, as
Bing is trying to do, reconfigured into
dense neighborhoods rather than half-
vacant tracts.

Detroit is smaller. That’s now been
pronounced reality. So let’s not spend
years arguing about a futile recount. It’s
time tomove forward because nobody
can plan the future by pining for the
past.

lberman@detnews.com
(313) 222-2032

LauraBerman’s column typically appears
Tuesdays and Thursdays.

Detroit can turn numbers to its advantage

LAURA
BERMAN
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Detroit’s loss is Oakland County’s
gain, as more residents moved in than
out, some leaving densely populated ci-
ties in the county for more rural areas
and increasing diversity, according to
U.S. census figures released Tuesday.

“We took a beating because of the im-
plosion of the auto industry,” County Ex-
ecutive L. Brooks Patterson said. “But we
offer a good quality of life with good
schools, good employment and thriving
downtowns. Frankly, it’s a good place to
live, work and raise a family.”

Southeastern suburbs such as Hazel
Park,Ferndale, SouthfieldandRoyalOak
saw their populations drop in the past 10
years by about 5 percent to 13 percent.

Many of those who left likely went
looking for opportunities outside the
state or moved in with family, real estate
agent Pat Teeley said, in reaction to the
economic downturn and housing bust.

Royal Oak resident Rich Hopcroft be-
lieves some of his neighbors “strategical-
ly defaulted” on theirmortgages,making
it difficult for him to sell his home.

Still, he plans to leave the state and
headsouthorwest to findabetterquality
of life.

“I’ve started looking at moving my
business toChicagoorDallas orAtlanta,”
saidHopcroft, 39, who owns a call center
in Troy. “There’s a reasonwhy those plac-
es are so dense. There’s more diverse in-
dustry, more robust business and resi-
dential communities, better transporta-
tion and more world-class entertain-
ment.”

But somenorthernandwestern town-
shipsgrewasmuchas32percent, leaving
the county with 8,206 more residents
than in the 2000 census figures.

“Some call it sprawl, I call it natural
migration,” Patterson said.

Many people are buying more house
for less money farther out in the county,
Teeley said, and “cute littledowntownar-
eas and a country feel” are attractive.

Meanwhile, the county’s population
grewmore diverse. The combinedAsian,
black and Hispanic populations rose
sharply to about 272,000, going from16.5
percent to 22.6 percent of the total popu-
lation. The number of white residents
dropped by 68,354 frommore than1mil-
lion to 903,398, 75.1 percent of the total.

“We welcome diversity,” Patterson
said. “We consider it a strength. The
schools are outstanding andpeoplewant
to come here to get a good education for
their kids.”

Pontiac andSouthfield bid goodbye to
the most residents of any city, township
or village in the county. Pontiac fell 10.3
percent, or 6,822 people, and Southfield
lost nearly 8.4 percent, or 6,557. Nearly 1
in 5 housing units is vacant in Pontiac. In
Southfield, the rate is 12 percent.

“For sale” signs dot entire sections of
Hazel Park, where the population drop-
ped 10 percent and nearly 13 percent of
the housing units are vacant.

Neighboring cities, includingBerkley,
Ferndale, Lathrup Village, Madison
Heights and Royal Oak, all experienced
population declines from about 4 per-
cent to nearly 10 percent.

Meanwhile, Oakland and Oxford
townships in the northern part of the
county grew about 28 percent to 16,779
and 20,526, respectively.

In the southwestern part of the coun-
ty, Lyon Township’s population rose
nearly 32 percent from11,041 to 14,545.

msteele@detnews.com
(313) 222-2620
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Beverly Hills 10,437 10,267 -1.6 92.3 87.9 3 6.6 1.8 2 1.4 1.7 24.6 25.1 95.9 4.1
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Birmingham 19,291 20,103 4.2 95.3 90.7 0.9 3 1.5 2.5 1.2 2.1 21.2 24.6 90.6 9.4
Bloomfield Hills 3,940 3,869 -1.8 89.8 86.2 1.6 4 6.6 6.7 1.1 1.5 19.7 19.9 89.8 10.2
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Franklin 2,937 3,150 7.3 89 85.3 5 6.6 3.6 4.8 0.9 1.3 28.3 28.4 95 5
Groveland Twp. 6,150 5,476 -11 95.5 94.6 0.8 1.1 0.5 0.9 1.7 2.2 27.6 24 90.1 9.9
Hazel Park 18,963 16,422 -13.4 90.4 81.1 1.6 9.7 1.8 1.5 2.1 2.7 27.7 24.2 87.3 12.7
Highland Twp. 19,169 19,202 0.2 96.5 95.7 0.3 0.4 0.4 0.5 1.3 1.9 29 24.3 92.7 7.3
Holly Twp. 10,037 11,362 13.2 92.8 91.4 2.1 2.1 0.4 1.1 2.9 3.2 26.6 24.2 91 9
Holly 6,135 6,086 -0.8 93.3 92.6 1.1 1.1 0.4 0.6 3.3 3.6 27 25.5 90.8 9.2
Huntington Woods 6,151 6,238 1.4 96.3 94.9 0.7 1 1.4 1.2 0.9 1.6 26.6 27.4 96.9 3.1
Independence Twp. 32,581 34,681 6.4 94.2 90.3 0.8 1.8 1.2 1.5 2.5 4.5 27.7 26.4 93.6 6.4
Keego Harbor 2,769 2,970 7.3 91.2 78.4 0.6 5.9 1 2.3 4.4 10.8 24.9 24.8 87.7 12.3
Lake Angelus 326 290 -11 95.1 95.9 0.9 0.3 2.8 2.8 1.2 0.3 20.2 12.1 86.1 13.9
Lake Orion 2,715 2,973 9.5 95.7 92 0.3 1.5 0.3 1 2.4 3.5 20.3 20.6 87.9 12.1
Lathrup 4,236 4,075 -3.8 46.3 33.7 49.7 60.9 0.6 0.6 0.9 1.5 24.6 20.9 94.8 5.2
Leonard 332 403 21.4 93.1 96.3 0.3 0.2 0.6 0 5.7 2.2 26.2 24.6 94.4 5.6
Lyon Twp. 11,041 14,545 31.7 96.1 92.3 0.4 1.4 0.6 1.5 1.5 2.9 28.8 27.2 93.1 6.9
Madison Heights 31,101 29,694 -4.5 88.5 82.3 1.8 6.3 4.9 5.8 1.6 2.5 22.1 20.4 92.9 7.1
Milford Twp. 15,271 15,736 3 96.6 93.9 0.4 0.9 0.5 1.1 1.2 2.2 28.5 24 92.7 7.3
Milford 6,272 6,175 -1.5 96.5 94.3 0.2 0.6 0.5 0.7 1.3 2 28.6 23.5 93.2 6.8
Novi 47,386 55,224 16.5 86.1 71 1.9 8.1 8.6 15.9 1.8 3 27.6 25.5 91.9 8.1
Novi Twp. 193 150 -22.3 94.8 92.7 0 0 3.6 3.3 0 4 30.1 16.7 98.3 1.7
Oak Park 29,793 29,319 -1.6 46.4 36.9 45.7 57.1 2.2 1.4 1.3 1.4 28.2 24.9 91.7 8.3
Oakland Twp. 13,071 16,779 28.4 93.3 88.6 2 2.3 2.6 5.3 1.2 2.1 30.5 27.8 95.1 4.9
Orchard Lake 2,215 2,375 7.2 91.2 83.1 3.8 6.3 2.6 7.4 0.9 1.1 26.9 23.2 92.3 7.7
Orion Twp. 33,463 35,394 5.8 93.7 89.5 1.2 2.6 1.2 2.1 2.6 4 28.5 27.6 92.7 7.3
Ortonville 1,535 1,442 -6.1 97.1 93.8 0.1 0.6 0.4 1.2 1.7 2.6 32.4 27.5 89 11
Oxford Twp. 16,025 20,526 28.1 95.5 92.8 0.4 1.3 0.5 1.2 2.2 3.1 29.2 28.1 93.2 6.8
Oxford 3,540 3,436 -2.9 95.1 91.8 0.6 1.8 0.5 0.7 2.7 4.4 28.2 25 90.9 9.1
Pleasant Ridge 2,594 2,526 -2.6 95.3 93.4 0.8 1.9 0.9 1.1 1.8 1.7 22 20.3 96.7 3.3
Pontiac 66,337 59,515 -10.3 34.5 26.6 47.4 51.1 2.4 2.3 12.8 16.5 30.6 27.2 82 18
Rochester 10,467 12,711 21.4 91.1 86.8 2.2 3.6 3.7 5.5 1.7 2.7 23.1 25.1 92 8
Rochester Hills 68,825 70,995 3.2 87.1 80 2.4 4.5 6.7 10.5 2.3 3.1 26 23.7 93.5 6.5
Rose Twp. 6,210 6,250 0.6 95.5 93.7 0.9 1.1 0.3 0.9 2.2 2.8 26.5 22.4 91.4 8.6
Royal Oak Twp. 5,446 2,419 -55.6 22.6 1.2 71.1 94.4 1.2 0 1.2 1.3 25 27.4 92.2 7.8
Royal Oak 60,062 57,236 -4.7 93.9 89.1 1.5 4.2 1.6 2.3 1.3 2.3 17.8 16.7 92.9 7.1
South Lyon 10,036 11,327 12.9 95.6 93.1 0.4 0.8 1 1.7 1.6 2.7 24.8 26.9 90.7 9.3
Southfield 78,296 71,739 -8.4 38.3 24.4 54 69.9 3.1 1.7 1.2 1.3 21.6 20.5 88.3 11.7
Southfield Twp. 14,430 14,547 0.8 91.5 87.1 3.6 6.7 2.2 2.8 1.2 1.5 24.7 25.1 95.7 4.3
Springfield Twp. 13,338 13,940 4.5 95.2 93.7 1 1.1 0.5 0.9 2 2.9 28.8 26 93.3 6.7
Sylvan Lake 1,735 1,720 -0.9 94.5 93.4 1.1 2.2 0.8 0.7 1.1 1.5 18 20.1 93.6 6.4
Troy 80,959 80,980 0 81.3 72.7 2.1 4 13.2 19.1 1.5 2.1 26.2 23.8 93.3 6.7
Clarkston 962 882 -8.3 96.3 96.5 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.6 1 1.8 25.7 21.4 91.4 8.6
Walled Lake 6,713 6,999 4.3 94.3 86.2 0.7 4.4 1.7 2.8 1.7 3.9 21.3 19.9 90.7 9.3
Waterford Twp. 73,150 71,707 -2 90.3 85.2 2.8 4.6 1.3 1.6 3.9 6.4 23.2 23 92.3 7.7
West Bloomfield Twp. 64,860 64,690 -0.3 83.2 76.5 5.1 11.3 7.8 8.4 1.4 1.6 26.4 23.6 93.4 6.6
White Lake Twp. 28,219 30,019 6.4 95.4 93.3 0.8 1.1 0.6 0.9 1.8 3 27.7 24.6 92.2 7.8
Wixom 13,263 13,498 1.8 88.9 77 2.5 11 2.9 4.8 3.2 5.1 24.9 25.4 87 13
Wolverine Lake 4,415 4,312 -2.3 97 94.2 0.4 0.7 0.5 1.2 1 2.4 25.5 21.6 94.2 5.8
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Growth hopscotches; diversity gains

Rich Hopcroft
of Royal Oak
says: “I’ve
started looking
at moving my
business to
Chicago or
Dallas or
Atlanta.” He
owns a
Troy-based call
center.

Charles V. Tines
The Detroit News

BYMICKI STEELE
The Detroit News

North, west rise; other suburbs shrink

Marion Township — Livingston
County has seen the fastest population
increase — 15.3 percent — among Metro
Detroit counties in the past decade, ac-
cording to census data released Tuesday.
By percentage, it’s the second-fastest
growing county in the state, following
Clinton County, north of Lansing.

Livingston County grew from 156,951
to 180,967 residents from 2000-10, with
most of its communities’ populations in-
creasing.

The county has drawn people from
Oakland and Wayne counties with the
promise of quiet, rural living and access
to freeways, officials say.

“LivingstonCounty over the years has
been kind of like a residential oasis,” said
Fred Dillingham, executive director of
the Economic Development Council of
Livingston County.

People move to the county because of
its central location near Detroit, Ann Ar-
bor, Flint and Lansing, said Carl Vagnet-
ti, a Realtor with RE/MAX Platinum in
Brighton.

“You’d have a husband that works in
AnnArbor, awife thatworks inLansing,”
he said. “They’d say, ‘Let’s look at a map,’
andthedart landsonLivingstonCounty.”

Marion Township saw the largest
growth rate in the county at 47.9 percent.

“Wewere really booming in thebegin-
ning of the 2000s,” said Marion Town-
ship Clerk Tammy Beal. “People were
coming from everywhere. Kids would
grow up, graduate, and theywould settle
here.”

Other growth areas were Oceola
Township at 42.7 percent, Hartland
Township at 33.3 percent and Conway
Township at 29.8 percent.

Communities coped with the growth
by installing sewer systems, shopping
developments and roadprojects.Onede-
velopment was the $100 million Green
Oak Village Place, built in 2006 in Green
OakTownship,which experiencedan11.9
percent rise in population.

Melissa Comb, 28, and her husband,
Mike, 31, moved to Green Oak Township
from Farmington two years ago. The
Combs bought a foreclosed home near a
golf course and found the property taxes
lower thanonthesmall condotheyprevi-
ously owned in Farmington.

“It’s just a great area, really nice peo-
ple,” she said. “We hover right on the line
of Livingston and Oakland. You get the
best of both worlds.”

Only two communities in Livingston
County, Fowlerville and Cohoctah Town-
ship, lost population, falling 2.9 percent
and 2.3 percent, respectively.

Fowlerville Community Schools has
seen a drop in enrollment among resi-
dents as families move out of town, but
has attracted schools of choice students.

“A lot of (families) are moving out of
the area or moving in with family in oth-
erpartsof thestate,” saidSuperintendent
Richard Heinrich.

While the building industry steadily
grew in Livingston County to accommo-
date growth, the recession halted pro-
jects in the latter part of the decade.

For example, Marion Township ex-
panded its sewer system before develop-
ers stopped building homes in planned
subdivisions.

“Wewereworried itwasn’t going tobe
enough,” Beal said. “Now we have all the
infrastructure andnousers. That’s a bur-
den on the township.”

cwilliams@detnews.com
(313) 222-2311

LIVINGSTON COUNTY

3,920
New residents in
Genoa Township,
the biggest gain
in the county

423
Number of

Hispanic resi-
dents in Genoa
Township, up

from 159 in 2000

-86
Loss in Fow-

lerville, a nearly
3 percent drop in
its population

13.3
Percent of

housing units in
Unadilla Town-
ship that are
vacant; the

highest rate in
the county

21,165
Population of

Hamburg Town-
ship, the largest
community in the

county

2,427
Population of
Pinckney, the
smallest in the

county

Population rise in ‘oasis’ is second fastest in state

Livingston County 156,951 180,967 15.3% 96.3% 95.3% 0.5% 0.4% 0.6% 0.8% 1.2% 1.9% 28.8% 25.5% 92.5% 7.5%
Brighton 6,701 7,444 11.1 95.7 94.5 0.3 0.6 1.3 1.1 1.5 2.3 21.7 19 92.3 7.7
Brighton Twp. 17,673 17,791 0.7 96.5 95.7 0.4 0.6 0.8 0.9 1.2 1.7 30 24.6 94.8 5.2
Cohoctah Twp. 3,394 3,317 -2.3 97.2 96.5 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.5 0.9 1.4 29 24.6 90.8 9.2
Conway Twp. 2,732 3,546 29.8 95.2 95.1 0.3 0.3 0.1 0.8 1.3 1.7 31.3 28.9 94.9 5.1
Deerfield Twp. 4,087 4,170 2 97.2 95.9 0 0.3 0.1 0.6 1.2 1.3 29.9 25.6 90 10
Fowlerville 2,972 2,886 -2.9 94.9 95.1 0.2 0.2 0.3 0.3 1.7 2.3 29.7 26.9 91.2 8.8
Genoa Twp. 15,901 19,821 24.7 96.6 94.6 0.2 0.6 0.7 1 1 2.1 27.2 24.2 92.7 7.3
Green Oak Twp. 15,618 17,476 11.9 95 95.1 1.6 0.7 0.5 0.9 1.3 1.9 29.2 25.1 92 8
Hamburg Twp. 20,627 21,165 2.6 96.5 96.2 1 0.3 0.4 0.6 1.1 1.3 29.6 25.3 90.7 9.3
Handy Twp. 7,004 8,006 14.3 96.2 95.4 0.2 0.4 0.3 0.4 1.1 2.2 30.9 27.6 92.7 7.3
Hartland Twp. 10,996 14,663 33.3 97.2 94.9 0.3 0.4 0.4 1 1.1 2.3 30.4 28.6 94.7 5.3
Howell 9,232 9,489 2.8 94.7 92.7 0.3 0.4 1.2 1.1 2.2 3.5 24.1 23.2 88.5 11.5
Howell Twp. 5,679 6,702 18 97 95.8 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.6 1.1 1.9 28 23.3 93.2 6.8
Iosco Twp. 3,039 3,801 25.1 94.2 96.3 0.1 0.1 0.6 0.2 3.7 1.3 32.6 28.1 94.5 5.5
Marion Twp. 6,757 9,996 47.9 97 96 0 0.1 0.3 0.8 1 1.6 29.3 27 95.2 4.8
Oceola Twp. 8,362 11,936 42.7 96.4 95.2 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.9 1.1 1.9 32.1 29.9 95.6 4.4
Pinckney 2,141 2,427 13.4 97.4 96.6 0.1 0.1 0.1 0.3 0.7 1.8 32.7 31.2 93.7 6.3
Putnam Twp. 7,500 8,248 10 97.2 96.7 0.2 0.3 0.2 0.4 0.9 1.4 27.7 25.1 89.8 10.2
Tyrone Twp. 8,459 10,020 18.5 97.1 95 0.1 0.4 0.6 0.7 1 2.2 28.8 26.5 93.6 6.4
Unadilla Twp. 3,190 3,366 5.5 96.3 96.6 0.4 0.4 0.4 0.3 1.3 1.3 26 22.5 86.7 13.3
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Central location, rural lifestyle, freeway access are lures

BY CANDICEWILLIAMS
The Detroit News

Bartender Tracy
Plante works at
BoomTown
Kitchen + Tap in
Brighton. One of
the reasons
people move to
Livingston
County is
because of its
central location,
a Realtor says.

Todd McInturf
The Detroit News
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Pockets of Wayne County are seeing
spikes in the number of residents, while
droves of people left Detroit’s older, in-
ner-ring suburbs in the past 10 years.

The county lost 240,578 residents be-
tween 2000 and 2010. In Detroit
alone,237,493 left the city—a 25 percent
decrease. That number helped bring the
county’s losses overall to 11.7 percent.
Most of the county’s largest suburbs also
lost people, but the percentage losses
tended to be less severe.

The biggest winner was Northville
Township, which added 7,461 people, in-
creasing 35.5 percent to 28,497.

The township went through its own
tough times — layoffs and furloughs for
employees — but Chip Snider, township
manager, believes the future is bright.He
credits an outstanding school system
and township leaders who persuaded
voters to approve a millage during the
height of the recession.

The township benefits from its ties to
the city of Northville, Snider said. “Peo-
ple love small towns, but there’s not a lot
of room for new growth,” he said. “Plus
the housing tends to be more expensive.
We’re expanding our connectivity to the
bike path so people can bike downtown
from the township. We consider the city
as part of our formula for success.”

The township is even seeing new
housing starts, such as Pulte Homes’ Ar-
cadia Ridge development at SixMile and
Ridge.

“This is one of the busiest subdivi-
sions we have in the nation right now,”
said Todd Santomauro of PulteHomes of
Michigan. “We sold 28 homes last year

and eight homes in the last month.”
One of those homes was sold to Rajat

Jain, who plans to move his family into
Arcadia Ridge in three weeks. Jain, 45, is
moving from Canton. He likes the small
class sizes in the Northville Public
Schools and enjoys the relative lack of
congestion on the roadways.

“It’s more open,” said Jain, whoworks
in the information technology field.
“Canton seems to be getting a little more
commercial. The traffic is increasing and
access in the area is more challenging.”

In Wayne County’s inner-ring sub-
urbs, the news is far from rosy.

Embattled Highland Park lost 4,970
people in the 2000s, or 29.7 percent of its
population. It was a bigger decline than
predicted by the Southeast Michigan
Council of Governments.

City officials inHamtramck, the other
city encompassed inside Detroit, also
feared huge declines. City Manager Wil-
liamCooper saidTuesdayhedidn’t know
if he should “wince or truly cringe” be-
fore the numbers came out.

By late afternoon, he could afford to
merelywince. Theprojections of anearly
15 percent decline didn’t come true. The
city lost 553 people, a relatively modest
2.4 percent of its population.

City officials sought to file for bank-
ruptcy in December, a request the state
denied. Hamtramck may not have
enough in its coffers to meet the March
30 payroll, Cooper said.

Van Buren Township’s proximity to
Belleville may have helped that commu-
nity bring inmore people. It added5,262
people — a 22.3 percent jump.

spardo@detnews.com
(313) 222-2112

WAYNE COUNTY

Inner-ring towns
lead big decline

-29.7
Percent pop-
ulation drop in
Highland Park,
the county’s

biggest percent-
age decline

13,807
Number of

additional resi-
dents in Canton
Township, the
largest gain

45.3
Percent of

Harper Woods
residents who
are African-
American, up
from 10 percent

in 2000

55,604
Number of

whites in Detroit.
Livonia, Dear-
born, Canton
Township and

Westland all have
more

95.8
Percent of

occupied units in
Livonia; highest
percentage in

county

BY STEVE PARDO
The Detroit News

Wayne County

Wayne County 2.06M 1.82M -11.7% 49.9% 49.6% 41.9% 40.3% 1.7% 2.5% 3.7% 5.2% 28% 25.4% 85.5% 14.5%
Allen Park 29,376 28,210 -4 92.5 87.4 0.7 2.1 0.8 0.8 4.7 8.1 22.2 21.7 94.9 5.1
Belleville 3,997 3,991 -0.2 86.3 78.5 7.9 13.8 1.1 0.8 2.5 3.8 21.9 21.9 89.3 10.7
Brownstown Twp. 22,989 30,627 33.2 86.6 79 3.8 8.5 3.8 5.2 3.6 5.2 28.7 26.4 93.3 6.7
Canton Twp. 76,366 90,173 18.1 82.3 70 4.5 10.1 8.7 14.1 2.3 3.1 29 27.2 94.1 5.9
Dearborn 97,775 98,153 0.4 84.8 86.7 1.3 4 1.5 1.7 3 3.4 27.8 29.7 90.7 9.3
Dearborn Heights 58,264 57,774 -0.8 89.3 83 2.1 7.8 2.2 1.7 3.4 4.7 22.5 25 92.5 7.5
Detroit 951,270 713,777 -25 10.5 7.8 81.2 82.2 1 1 5 6.8 31.1 26.7 77.2 22.8
Ecorse 11,229 9,512 -15.3 47.3 36.5 40.4 46 0.2 0.3 8.9 13.4 27.8 27.1 80.2 19.8
Flat Rock 8,488 9,878 16.4 93.4 87.8 1.4 4 0.5 0.8 2.7 4.4 29.3 27.4 94 6
Garden City 30,047 27,692 -7.8 94.6 90.2 1.1 3.4 0.7 0.8 2 3.3 25.1 22.4 93.8 6.2
Gibraltar 4,264 4,656 9.2 95.6 92.7 0.5 2 0.4 0.7 1.8 2.9 23.5 22 87.8 12.2
Grosse Ile Twp. 10,894 10,371 -4.8 94 93.4 0.4 0.4 2.7 2.4 1.6 2.6 24.9 21.6 92.8 7.2
Grosse Pointe 5,670 5,421 -4.4 96.1 91.7 0.8 3.2 1 1.5 1.5 1.8 25.4 26.4 91.4 8.6
Grosse Pointe Fms. 9,764 9,479 -2.9 96.6 93.9 0.6 1.7 1.1 1.2 1.1 2 26.5 25.8 94.1 5.9
Grosse Pointe Park 12,443 11,555 -7.1 91.2 83 2.9 10.5 1.8 1.8 1.7 2.5 27.5 26.5 90.4 9.6
Grosse Pointe Wds. 17,080 16,135 -5.5 95.5 90 0.6 4.5 2.1 2.4 1 1.7 26.1 23.7 94.1 5.9
Hamtramck 22,976 22,423 -2.4 60.4 53 14.9 19.1 10.3 21.4 1.3 1.5 27.8 31.7 81.2 18.8
Harper Woods 14,254 14,236 -0.1 84.9 48.5 10.2 45.3 1.7 1.4 1.6 2 22.4 25.9 89.4 10.6
Highland Park 16,746 11,776 -29.7 4 2.9 93.1 93 0.2 0.4 0.6 1.3 29.1 23.7 76.3 23.7
Huron Twp. 13,737 15,879 15.6 94.3 90.8 1 2.5 0.3 0.7 2.5 3.2 28.4 25.2 94.7 5.3
Inkster 30,115 25,369 -15.8 24.5 19.5 67.3 72.6 3.4 1.6 1.6 2.6 29.8 27.9 84.3 15.7
Lincoln Park 40,008 38,144 -4.7 89.2 76.3 2 5.7 0.5 0.5 6.4 14.9 24.3 24.8 90.3 9.7
Livonia 100,545 96,942 -3.6 94.1 90.1 0.9 3.4 1.9 2.5 1.7 2.5 23.8 20.8 95.8 4.2
Melvindale 10,735 10,715 -0.2 81.7 66.6 5.2 10.8 1.3 0.8 8.9 18.3 24.4 24.7 89.9 10.1
Northville 6,459 5,970 -7.6 95.1 92.1 0.4 1.6 1.8 2.6 1.6 2.2 23.8 22 93.8 6.2
Northville Twp. 21,036 28,497 35.5 88.1 80.9 4.3 3.6 4.2 11.2 1.8 2.4 21.4 24.4 94.1 5.9
Plymouth 9,022 9,132 1.2 95.5 92.7 0.6 1.6 1.1 2.2 1.3 1.8 18.7 21.5 92.7 7.3
Plymouth Twp.p 27,798 27,524 -1 91.2 90.4 2.9 2.1 2.7 3.5 1.6 2.4 22.6 22.3 95.7 4.3
Redford Twp. 51,622 48,362 -6.3 86.7 64.7 8.5 28.7 0.7 0.8 2 2.9 25.3 23.9 92.3 7.7
River Rouge 9,917 7,903 -20.3 49.9 34.8 41.8 49.8 0.2 0.2 5 11.2 31.2 29.2 77.6 22.4
Riverview 13,272 12,486 -5.9 92.1 90 2.1 3 1.9 1.5 2.5 4.1 21.3 19.6 93.5 6.5
Rockwood 3,442 3,289 -4.4 93.9 92.6 0.6 1.6 0.6 0.9 2.5 2.7 24.7 23 93.4 6.6
Romulus 22,979 23,989 4.4 64.3 49 29.8 42.7 0.6 1.1 2 3 29.2 26.8 90.2 9.8
Southgate 30,136 30,047 -0.3 90.9 84.5 2.1 5.4 1.7 1.6 4 6.5 21.5 20.3 93.7 6.3
Sumpter Twp. 11,856 9,549 -19.5 83.5 82.1 12.3 11.9 0.2 0.2 1.8 2.6 29.8 23.9 86.7 13.3
Taylor 65,868 63,131 -4.2 84 74.7 8.7 15.7 1.6 1.8 3.2 5.1 27.2 24.7 92.2 7.8
Trenton 19,584 18,853 -3.7 95.4 93.1 0.4 1.3 0.8 0.7 2 3.2 23.3 21.3 93.5 6.5
Van Buren Twp. 23,559 28,821 22.3 81.2 63 12 28.5 1.9 2.5 2.2 2.7 23.9 23.9 88.8 11.2
Wayne 19,051 17,593 -7.7 83 74.3 11.3 16.8 1.4 2 1.9 3.4 26.4 23.5 90.2 9.8
Westland 86,602 84,094 -2.9 85.6 73.5 6.7 17.1 2.8 3 2.5 3.8 23.3 22.1 91.5 8.5
Woodhaven 12,530 12,875 2.8 90.8 85.2 2.3 5.2 1.6 2.3 3.5 5.5 24.6 22.3 93.7 6.3
Wyandotte 28,006 25,883 -7.6 94.3 91 0.5 1.3 0.3 0.5 2.9 5.1 22.6 21.4 91 9
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Northville Twp. bright spot with 35.5% growth

Workers build a
development
this month at
Arcadia Ridge

Estates in
Northville

Township. The
community
added 7,461

people since
the last census.

David Coates
The Detroit News

Warren — LaToya Jackson became
part of a trendwhen she traded her De-
troit address for one inMacombCounty
just north of EightMile about two years
ago.

“I left Detroit because I felt it was
just getting too dangerous for me and
my children,” said Jackson, 21, a single
mother of two. “The houses are better,
and I can take my kids to the park to
playandnotworry. IknowIdidn’tmove
far fromDetroit, but being across Eight
Mile makes a big difference.”

She wasn’t alone.
According to U.S. census figures re-

leased Tuesday, Macomb County’s Afri-
can-American population grew more
than 240 percent, from 21,151 in 2000 to
72,053 in 2010. Six Macomb County
communities added a total of 45,000
African-American residents over the
past 10 years.

Overall, the county gained the most
population in Metro Detroit in the last
10 years, adding nearly 53,000 people.
Macomb’s population rose 6.7 percent
from 788,149 to 840,978.

African-Americans now account for
8.5 percent of the county’s population,
instead of 3 percent.

“We’re seeing a racial and ethnic
change across the region, especially
since housing values are so low,” said
Kurt Metzger, director of Data Driven
Detroit, a demographic research non-
profit. “But Macomb County is chang-
ing faster than any other county.”

Some residents say theyworry about
a loss of stability caused by peoplemov-
ing in and out.

Dave Brune, 38, of Warren said he’s
seen his neighborhood near Groesbeck
andToepferchangea lot sincehemoved
in 12 years ago. “It isn’t getting better,”
he said. “There are a lot of homes in
foreclosure, a lot of others for sale. I’d
move, too, if I could.”

County Executive Mark Hackel said
Macomb’s “historic” growth is great
news.

“It shows that people recognize the
county offers great values in homes and
great school systems,” he said. “Nowwe
have to come upwith a plan to build on

the growth.”
The county’s two largest communi-

ties, Warren and Sterling Heights, also
saw some changes over the past decade,
the census shows.

Warren lost more than 4,000 resi-
dents, or 3 percent of its population, in
the last 10 years. Despite the drop, the
city remains Michigan’s third largest,
behind Detroit and Grand Rapids.

“We’re elated and ecstatic that we’ve
been able to hold our place,” said War-
ren Mayor Jim Fouts. “We’ve been
working very hard to do the things that
encourage residents to stay in the com-
munity and attract others to move
here.”

Fouts saidamongthose thingsareef-
forts to keep neighborhoods safe and
minimize blight.

Meanwhile, Sterling Heights added
5,228 residents andhasmovedup to be-
ing the state’s fourth largest city instead
of the fifth.

City Manager Mark Vanderpool said
Sterling Heights’ growth reflects con-
tinued business investment, the city’s
high level of services and its low water
and tax rates. He said it helps that the
city is served by two good public school
districts,UticaCommunity Schools and
Warren Consolidated Schools.

Most of the communities on Ma-
comb County’s northern end saw
growth, while some older municipal-
ities on its southern end lost residents,
according to the census data.

For example, New Baltimore’s popu-
lation of 12,084 is up 63 percent — the
biggest riseofanycity in thecounty.Ma-
comb Township grew 57.7 percent to
79,580, New Haven’s population rose
51.2 percent to 4,642, and Washington
Township added more than 6,000 resi-
dents, a 31.8 percent gain.

MacombTownship SupervisorMark
Grabow called the news about his com-
munity’s growth “fantastic.”

Thegrowthalsopresents challenges,
he said. “Growthdefinitely puts a strain
onour systems, sowehave tomake sure
we’re managing our infrastructure to
keep pace and plan for the future ac-
cordingly.”

cramirez@detnews.com
(313) 222-2058
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Upswing pads northern part while southern population drops
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Macomb County

Macomb County 788,149 840,978 6.7% 91.6% 83.9% 2.7% 8.6% 2.1% 6% 1.6% 2.3% 24.1% 23% 93% 7%
Ash Twp. 7,610 7,783 2.3 95.9 95.3 0.3 0.7 0.2 0.4 1.7 2 27.5 22.5 93.6 6.4
Armada Twp. 5,246 5,379 2.5 97.1 96.7 0.1 0.3 0.1 0.3 1.5 1.8 29 24.7 95 5
Armada 1,573 1,730 10 96.4 95.9 0.2 0.3 0.1 0.1 1.7 2.6 29.2 27.9 92.5 7.5
Bruce Twp. 8,158 8,700 6.6 94.6 91.7 1.8 1.5 0.4 0.4 1.8 4.8 29.1 24.7 93.8 6.2
Center Line 8,531 8,257 -3.2 92.8 81.3 3 11.9 1 2.4 1.5 1.7 21.8 21.4 92.7 7.3
Chesterfield Twp. 37,405 43,381 16 92 89.5 2.9 5.2 0.8 0.9 2.5 2.4 29.8 26.1 91.5 8.5
Clinton Twp. 95,648 96,796 1.2 90 80.6 4.6 12.9 1.7 1.8 1.7 2.4 22.4 20.9 92.8 7.2
Eastpointe 34,077 32,442 -4.8 91.2 64.4 4.7 29.3 0.9 1.1 1.3 2.1 24.5 25.7 91 9
Fraser 15,297 14,480 -5.3 95.6 90.5 0.9 3.9 0.9 1.5 1.3 2.1 24.2 21.4 94.7 5.3
Harrison Twp. 24,461 24,587 0.5 93.6 87.4 2.4 7.4 0.6 0.7 1.5 2.6 21.9 19.2 88.3 11.7
Lenox Twp. 8,433 10,470 24.2 77.4 78.3 16.4 14.4 0.2 0.5 2.8 3.8 24.8 24.7 91.8 8.2
Macomb Twp. 50,478 79,580 57.7 95 89.1 0.8 3.9 1.4 3.1 1.5 2.3 30.2 29.1 96.4 3.6
Memphis 1,129 1,183 4.8 96.4 96 0.7 0.7 0.5 0 1.2 2.1 26.1 24.3 92.2 7.8
Mount Clemens 17,312 16,314 -5.8 74.5 68.3 19.5 24.5 0.5 0.5 2.3 2.9 21.6 20.6 88.6 11.4
New Baltimore 7,405 12,084 63.2 96 92.9 0.5 2.7 0.5 0.9 1.3 1.8 25.4 28.8 93.5 6.5
New Haven 3,071 4,642 51.2 73.1 73.4 18.6 16.7 0 0.5 3.8 4.8 32.3 33 91.6 8.4
Ray Twp. 3,740 3,739 0 97 96.4 0.2 0.4 0.4 0.7 1.2 1.7 25.7 21.6 94.7 5.3
Richmond 4,897 5,735 17.1 92.7 92.4 0.2 1 0.8 0.2 4.7 4.6 24.2 23.8 90.3 9.7
Richmond Twp. 3,416 3,665 7.3 96.3 95.7 1 0.9 0.2 0.1 1.1 1.8 28 24.5 95.3 4.7
Romeo 3,721 3,596 -3.4 90.6 87.6 4.3 3.7 0.4 0.4 2.7 5.7 26.1 23.5 90.5 9.5
Roseville 48,129 47,299 -1.7 92.4 81.8 2.6 11.7 1.6 1.6 1.5 2 23.1 23 92 8
Shelby Twp. 65,159 73,804 13.3 93.8 89.4 0.8 3.1 2.1 3.3 1.7 2.4 24.9 22.7 93.4 6.6
St. Clair Shores 63,096 59,715 -5.4 96 91.4 0.7 3.9 0.8 1 1.2 1.7 20.2 19 93.4 6.6
Sterling Heights 124,471 129,699 4.2 89.8 83.8 1.3 5.1 4.9 6.7 1.3 1.9 24.1 21.7 94.8 5.2
Utica 4,577 4,757 3.9 92.5 88.5 0.9 1.9 2.6 3.5 2.1 3.8 21 17.9 90.1 9.9
Warren 138,247 134,056 -3 90.4 77.1 2.7 13.4 3.1 4.6 1.4 2.1 22.9 22.7 92.2 7.8
Washington Twp. 19,080 25,139 31.8 95.5 92.3 0.5 1.5 0.6 1 2.4 3.9 26.6 25 93.8 6.2
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Blacks drive largest
gain in Metro area

People work out at a health club in Macomb Township, which grew 57.7 percent to 79,580 people,
according to the census data. New Haven also saw large growth, rising 51.2 percent to 4,642.

Ricardo Thomas / The Detroit News
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which led the state with a 16.4
percent increase to 75,382 resi-
dents.Onebedroomcommuni-
ty, Bath Township, alone
gained about 4,000 residents
— almost as much as Lansing
lost. The capital city’s popula-
tion fell 4,831 to 114,297.

Counties up north grew be-
cause residents from through-
out the state — and nation —
were attracted to their scenic
vistas, quality of life and jobs,
experts say.

They’re folks like Brian
Beauchamp, 33. He moved to
Traverse City in June 2008,
drawn by his new job as well as
a thriving community known
for vacationers, summer festiv-
als and downtown dining.

“There’s a lot going on,” said
Beauchamp, who relocated
fromAnn Arbor.

Even so, Traverse City
wasn’t immune to problems
plaguing cities statewide: Its
population remained flat at
14,674, as smaller communities
surrounding it grew.

In west Michigan, which in-
cludes sevencounties aswell as
the Grand Rapids area, the
population grew by 6 percent.

Retirees may be driving
growth, aswell as an agricultu-
ral economythatkeeps farmers
in the area, said Reynolds Far-
ley, a social researcher at the
University of Michigan.

OttawaCounty expandedby
10.7 percent, recording its fifth
decadeofdouble-digit percent-
age growth.

Al Vanderberg, the county
administrator, attributed the
growth to sprawl from nearby
Grand Rapids, which remains
the state’s second-largest city
even though its population fell
4.9 percent to 188,040.

But the farming boom has

also drawn an eagerwork force
to the rural county, he said. The
market value of agricultural
production grew by 41 percent
between 2002 and 2007 to $391
million, said Mark Knudsen,
the county’s director of plan-
ning and grants.

“That means jobs,” Vander-
berg said.

Kalamazoo County grew by
5percent to 250,331. Theprom-
ise of paid college tuition, ob-
servers said, appears to have
fueled some of that growth.

Enrollment at Kalamazoo
Public Schools grew 22 percent
since 2006 to about 12,400 stu-
dents. In 2006, anonymous do-
nors promised to pay tuition at
a Michigan college for all high
school graduates in the dis-
trict. The campaign is called
the Kalamazoo Promise.

Collectively, the four com-
munities that send at least
some students to the district —
the city of Kalamazoo, plus the
townshipsofKalamazoo,Texas
and Oshtemo — grew by 4.6
percent.

A year after the campaign
was launched, Allen Edwin
Homes, a Portage-based home
builder, began building homes
for the first timewithin thedis-
trict.

To date, it has constructed
225 single-family homes. All of
them sold, at an average price
of $140,000, said Jessica Wil-
cox, a company spokeswoman.

“They have all been pur-
chased,” she said.

Meanwhile, the Upper Pen-
insula, with 15 counties, lost 2
percent of its population.

With the lossofmining jobs,
and few expressways to enable
commutes to jobs elsewhere,
the drop is not surprising, said
Farley, the U-M researcher.

“It’s a very isolated area,”
Farley said. “There’s been very
little to drive growth.”

cjun@detnews.com
(313) 222-2019

Brian Beauchamp rides in Traverse City. He moved there from Ann
Arbor in 2008, drawn by a new job as well as a thriving community.

John L. Russell / Special to The Detroit News

State
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representative, but can’tmake ra-
cial demographics the predomin-
ant reason for shaping a district.
Other considerations include
Voting Rights Act rules that pre-
vent race-based gerrymandering
among other prohibitions.

The greatest challenge, law-
makers say, will be meeting the
detailed set of requirements set
down in state and federal law —
when a change in one district can
affect the shape of every district
adjoining it.

Within that framework, the
party in powermay shift bounda-
ries to split off blocks of voters, or
establish new districts to weaken
support for incumbent oppo-
nents. But partisan gamesman-
ship can land the whole plan in

Lansing—Mirroring the pre-
cipitous decline of population in
Detroit, two congressional dis-
tricts that cover part of the city
likelywill seemajor adjustments.

Both have fallen far below the
average number of people re-
quired for a district and in the re-
mapping process will have to be
either eliminated or expanded.
Michigan is going to loseone con-
gressional seat, anyway, because
the state lost population since the
2000 census. States in the south
and west will gain seats.

Two other Metro Detroit dis-
tricts will see changes, as well,
since they’ve grown in popula-
tion. That puts themover the ide-
al ratio of voters to representa-
tive. Rep. Candice Miller’s 10th
District has 719,712 residents, and
fellow Republican Rep. Mike
Rogers’ 8thDistrict has 707,572—
themostpopulousdistricts in the
state—and theymight have to be
redrawn to bring their numbers
down.

DemocraticRep.HansenClar-
ke’s 13th District has 519,570 resi-
dents while John Conyers’ 14th
District has 550,465, the two least
populous in the state. Both cover
parts of the state’s largest city,
which saw its population dive to
just under 714,000, according to
the census figures.

“If you lookat the13th, its pop-
ulation is almost 200,000 below
what it’s supposed to be,” said
state Rep. Pete Lund, R-Shelby
Township, chair of the House Re-
districting and Elections Com-
mittee. “It’s going to force that
district to looka lotdifferent than
it used to be.”

“We’re going to have to look at
this data and see if it (still)means
two minority-majority districts,”
he said. “We may have to go out
into the suburbs if that’s where
minorities live in order to create
another minority-majority dis-
trict.”

Lund noted that District 10,
represented by Miller, R-Harri-
son Township, experienced the
largest gain of any district in the
state.

“Her district has to shrink,” he
said. “But we don’t know exactly
how it will shrink because we
don’t knowhowthe change in the
districts around it will affect it.”

Federal standards allow for a
deviation in size among congres-
sional districts of plus orminus 5
percent. States have to come up
with districts that are racially

court — not a desired outcome,
according to Lund.

The redistricting planmust be
passed by the House and Senate,
and signed by Gov. Rick Snyder,
to become law. It has to be com-
pleted by Nov. 1.

The Republican majorities in
the state House and Senate will
be in charge of drawing new
maps for congressional and state
legislative districts — just as they
were following the 2000 census
— with Democrats hoping the
process doesn’t leave them vul-
nerable until the 2020 census.

When it comes to the intrica-
cies of redrawing political maps,
there’s plenty of room to maneu-
ver, according toMichaelMacDo-
nald, associate professor of gov-

ernment and politics at George
Mason University and an expert
on redistricting.

The U.S. Supreme Court has
ruled that gerrymandering, or
deliberately manipulating dis-
tricts to affect political power, is
illegal. But every change in the
shape of a district has political
impact, intentional or not, and
the court has never established
standards for determining exact-
ly when the legal line is crossed,
MacDonald said.

“Therules themselvesmaynot
be neutral,” he said. “I’ll bet you if
you ask the Democrats if those
are fair rules, they’re going to say
they’re not.

“I doubt if the Republicans
will do something that would
jeopardize their control of the
state Legislature through redis-
tricting.”

Besides losing a congressional
seat, someMichiganian voters al-
so will find themselves with a
new representative or senator in
the Legislature in the next elec-
tion as boundaries are adjusted
to account for population shifts
throughout the state.

The congressional redistrict-
ing could force two incumbents
to face each other in a primary
next year, either Clarke and Co-
nyers, or Rep. Sander Levin, D-
Royal Oak, and Rep. Gary Peters,
D-Bloomfield Township, or Co-
nyers and Rep. John Dingell, D-
Dearborn.

EPIC-MRA pollster and politi-
cal analyst Bernie Porn said short
of any established Democrat
bowing out early, “a big, expen-
sive primary,” is almost a given.

Most states give their legisla-
tures control over the redistrict-
ing process, to one degree or an-
other. But critics often oppose al-
lowing self-interested legislators
draw the lines of the districts
where they run for office. But 23
states have commissions that ei-
ther run the entire redistricting
process, work with the Legisla-
ture and governor or act in an ad-
visory role.

Senate Democrats announced
Monday theywill introduce legis-
lation thisweek to create an inde-
pendent commission that would
lead the state’s redistricting proc-
ess andensure that thepublichas
a voice in it.

“District maps should not be
drawn up behind closed doors
and finalized before voters ever
see them,” Sen. Vincent Gregory,
D – Southfield, said in a press re-
lease. “This plan makes the re-
districting process more trans-
parent for our citizens and guar-
antees them an opportunity to be
involved and voice their con-
cerns.”

kbouffard@detnews.com
(517) 371-3660
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2 districts affected;
gains may redraw
other area districts
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Population in Washtenaw
County grew while it remained
flat in AnnArbor, as the universi-
ty communityweathered the eco-
nomic downturn and loss of a
major employer.

Census figures released Tues-
day show the county’s population
increased 6.8 percent to 344,791
in 2010, even though it endured a
major hit when Pfizer Inc. shut-
tered its research facilities inAnn
Arbor, cutting more than 2,000
jobs between 2007 and 2008.

Washtenaw’s population grew
from 322,895 in 2000 — a stark
contrast toMichiganandDetroit,
which lost residents.

Meanwhile, Ann Arbor’s pop-
ulation was 113,934 in 2010, less
than a 1 percent decline from the
2000 population of 114,024.

“It’s all about education,” said
Kurt Metzger, director of Data
Driven Detroit, a data analysis
think tank. “If you’ve got an edu-
cated work force, you’re going to
have an employed work force.

You are going to attract business-
es; you are going to develop busi-
nesses. And unless those people
want to live outside the county,
that’s going to grow the popula-
tion.”

The county’s growth was
helpedby jobsat theUniversityof
Michigan, a major research cen-
ter, and the U-M Hospitals and
Health Centers, said Lisa Neid-
ert, a senior research associate at
U-M’s Population Studies Center.

“These jobs are well-paying
jobs in the sectors of the economy
that are growing,” Neidert said.

Not everyone who works for
U-M lives in Ann Arbor, where
housing can be a challenge for
families, she added.

Census figures show that
more than half of the 172,871 peo-
ple employed in Washtenaw
County live outside the county.
Neidert pointed to people who
travel from Wayne County, Tole-
do and other regions to work at
U-M.

Others, especially families,
move to the nearby bedroom

communities of Dexter, Chelsea
and Saline, adding toWashtenaw
County’s natural growth of births
exceeding deaths.

Another factor contributing
to the county’s growth is migra-
tion. Although more people left
comparedwith thosewhomoved
in from other states, that was off-
set by those whomoved toWash-
tenaw County from other coun-
ties.

Kevin Zalanowski moved to
Ann Arbor from Iowa in Decem-
ber.

Zalanowski, 31, landed a job as
the assistant director of academ-
ic affairs in the U-M School of
Public Health. His wife, Sarah,
got a job soon after they moved,
as anoptician atU-MKelloggEye
Center. The couple are leasing an
apartment inAnnArborandplan
to buy a home this summer.

“We moved here for my job,”
Zalanowski said, “butwewereve-
ry fortunate to both find employ-
ment very quickly.”

kkozlowski@detnews.com
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WASHTENAW COUNTY

Ann Arbor holds steady amid growth
U-M jobs, migration credited with helping the county grow

BY KIM KOZLOWSKI
The Detroit News

Kevin and Sarah Zalanowski recently moved to Ann Arbor after Kevin landed a job as the assistant director of
academic affairs in the U-M School of Public Health. Sarah got a job soon after at the U-M Kellogg Eye Center.

Robin Buckson / The Detroit News

Explore a database showing deep population information for any
Michigan city, county, school district or congressional district.
Watch video of Detroit Mayor Dave Bing’s comments.
Browse a photo gallery of the 12 largest cities in Michigan.

Go to detnews.com/census.

Census online

Drop will bring changes
to Detroit’s political map

Hansen Clarke’s 13th District has
519,570 residents, the fewest in
Michigan behind…

John T. Greilick / The Detroit News

…John Conyers’ 14th District, with
550,465. Neither meet district
population requirements.

Manuel Balce Ceneta / Associated Press


