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Census: Mich. same-sex
households up 42 percent

By JOHN FLESHER
Associated Press
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TRAVERSE CITY, Mich. (AP) -- Five years after tying the
knot with her female partner, Denise Brogan-Kator took great
pleasure in describing herself as married when filling out a
2010 U.S. census questionnaire.

"It felt empowering ... very authentic," said Brogan-Kator,
executive director of Equality Michigan, a gay rights
advocacy group. "It felt like an acknowledgement of our
existence."

Michigan has 21,782 households led by same-sex couples,
according to census data released Thursday. That's a 42
percent increase over the 15,368 reported in the 2000
census, which experts say reflects a nationwide trend and
growing acceptance of homosexuality and nontraditional
family structures.

Still, the numbers suggest that less than 1 percent of
Michigan's 3.8 million households are run by same-sex
couples, which advocates and experts say reflects continuing
reluctance on the part of many gay and transgender people
to go public.

According to the census, in 2010 there were 12,483
Michigan households led by female couples, a 55 percent
increase over 8,075 a decade earlier. The number led by
male couples rose 28 percent, from 7,293 to 9,299.

Although the census refers to such households as being led
by "unmarried partners,” it does not explicitly describe them
as gay, lesbian or transgender. Nor does it enable single
people to describe their sexual orientation. That means the
census does not measure the number of homosexual people
in Michigan or nationally.

Later this year, the U.S. Census Bureau plans to release
data showing how many same-sex couples described
themselves as married. Although Michigan doesn't recognize
same-sex marriages, some of the state's same-sex couples
may have gotten married in states that do. Brogan-Kator and
her spouse, Mary Kator, were married in Canada and now
live in Milford.

[“Email Headlines

JUMP TO SITE
=Text Alerts [FOn Your PDA

MORE FROM THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

Michigan
Lawyer: 14-year-old sex abuse victim will forget
Baby vanishes after Detroit custody hearing braw!
Authorities look for dog that survived Mich. crash
EPA taking comment on river cleanup near Dow
plant
Woman convicted in dog attack on Mich. girl

Nation
Plea deal could set West Memphis 3 free Friday
US makes criminals priority for deportation
AP Enterprise: Ga. probes deadly officer shooting
2 Fort Bragg soldiers charged in teenager's death
Va. executes man for raping, killing elderly woman
Higher prices: the big trend for back-to-school
Octogenarian to plead guilty to migrant smuggling
Huge fish spurs call to 're-reverse' Chicago River
After raids, artifact dealers slowly regain trust
Texting, grand theft auto style; alarms pose risk

World
8 die in attack on British compound in Kabul
Norwegian court extends isolation of killer of 77
Syrian forces shoot at protesters, killing 10
Russia against Western calls for Assad to resign
Prominent Indian activist begins public fast
World stocks plunge on growing recession fears
Rockets, airstrikes follow attack on Israel
Belgian festival left shredded by storm, 5 dead
EU mulls more sanctions on Syria, including oil
Suicide bomber kills 40 in Pakistan mosque

Business
Dollar falls, hits postwar low vs yen
Spain looks to boost housing, raise $7.2 billion
World stocks plunge on growing recession fears
Qil rises as dollar weakens
Higher prices: the big trend for back-to-school

Sports
Miami players: Focus is on football, not scandal
Georgetown, Bayi attempt to make-up after brawl
Torre: Umpires wrong on HR call in KC
China to ban contracted NBA players during
lockout
Pryor included in NFL draft, must sit out 5 games
Tebow laughs off report of bounty by Hurricanes
Spanish season delayed after strike goes ahead
Roethlisberger sharp as Steelers rout Eagles 24-
14
The 'other' Manning QB searches for his voice
Nadal needs 3-tiebreaker match to advance

Entertainment
Broadway actor who had teen sex drops Calif.
show
Belgian festival left shredded by storm, 5 dead
Sugarland tour resumes in NM after stage tragedy
O'Donnell: Piers Morgan's questions were 'creepy’
AP Interview: Cover Drive gets boost from Rihanna
'The Office' creator Ricky Gervais in new TV show
Danny DeVito gets star on Hollywood Walk
Brad Pitt shoots zombie movie in Glasgow
Play about Judy Garland to come to Broadway
AP Interview: Brad Paisley incognito in Europe

http://hosted.ap.org/dynamic/stories/M/MI CENSUS MICHIGAN SAME SEX HOUSE... 8/19/2011




The Detroit News Online Page 2 of 3

The bureau said the 2000 and 2010 numbers weren't entirely More AP headlines, multimedia
comparable because of technical differences in how they us. Weather
were processed. Still, demographers said there was clearly a World Raw News
- ) i Business Multimedia Gallery

significant increase in the number of same-sex couples ;

) Personal Finance Podcasts
reporting themselves as such. Technology News Summary - Audio
"It definitely points out that things are changing a great deal," Sports News Summary - Video

id Kurt Met direct f Data Dri Detroit Entertainment Today in History
said Kurt Metzger, director of Data Driven Detroit, a Health PhotoWeek
demographic research agency. "Obviously people are feeling Science SportsWeek
much more comfortable to come out and couple up and Politics U.S. Census
identify themselves that way on the questionnaires." Washington
Offbeat

Brogan-Kator said outreach efforts by the government and

gay rights groups were partly responsible for the higher
numbers of same-sex couples counted in the 2010 census.
But she also credited an increasingly tolerant society.

"The climate has changed in Michigan and around the
country," she said. "Ten years ago, gay and transgender
people were still very much worried about physical safety,
and being out was a big risk. We existed in roughly the same
proportions that we exist today, but we were very careful
about who we would say we existed to."

Like the rest of the U.S., Michigan remains divided over gay
rights issues. Fifteen communities around the state have

adopted anti-discrimination ordinances, but gay marriage is
banned under a constitutional amendment adopted in 2004.

Wayne County had the highest number of same-sex
households with 3,841, up 18 percent from 3,255 a decade
earlier. Oakland County's total rose 50 percent, from 2,039 to
3,058, while Macomb County had a 62 percent jump, from
1,014 to 1,644.

Kent County went from 976 households to 1,484, up 52
percent. Saginaw County's number was up by one-third, from
282 to 373. Grand Traverse County had a 70 percent
increase, from 131 to 223. In the Upper Peninsula,
Marquette County had 132 same-sex households last year, a
35 percent increase from 98 in 2000.

Metzger said the data, while almost certainly under-reporting
the number of households led by same-sex partners, should
convince government officials to pursue more gay-friendly
policies - to promote economic growth as well as social
justice.

"If we want to be seen as a cool state that attracts young,
creative, educated people, we can't just look at immigrants,”
he said. "We have to be seen as attractive to the gay
population."

Gary Glenn, president of the American Family Association of
Michigan, said the real message from the census results is
that gays make up such a small portion of the population that
the increase of same-sex households is irrelevant.

"It just makes the point all the more that public policy in this
state should not be driven or dictated by such a tiny fringe
minority of society," said Glenn, who is seeking the
Republican nomination for U.S. Senate next year.

© 2011 The Associated Press. All rights reserved. This

material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten or
redistributed. Learn more about our Privacy Policy and
Terms of Use.
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