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The nuclear family that once was the norm -- think Ozzie and 

Harriet for readers old enough to remember -- continues to shrink in 

Michigan and across the nation, census data released today 

shows.

• Michigan unmarried households on the rise: Interactive map

On the rise are households with fewer children and more unmarried 

couples. There also are more homes with grandparents helping to 

raise young children and more people living alone.

"You see the increasing numbers of unmarried partners with and 

without kids," said Kurt Metzger, a demographer with Data Driven 

Detroit. "More people having kids and deciding to not get married or 

getting married after they have a kid."

Just 37% of Wayne County households include a husband and a 

wife, a figure driven by Detroit, where 78% of 

children are born to unwed women, Metzger 

said. In Oakland and Macomb counties, 

households with a married couple comprise 

51% and 50%, respectively.

The number of households with three or 

more generations also is rising. Researchers 

said some involve young families moving in 

with grandparents for economic reasons and 

others involve aging parents who can't afford 

assisted-living homes moving in with their 

children.

Changes in metro Detroit 

households may have ripple effect

Carol Summers helps raise her grandsons, 

Dorien and Gerald, who live with their 

mother in Summers' east-side Detroit home.

Part of it is social. She enjoys taking the 

boys to parks and museums and 

volunteering at their school. But part of it is 

economics, like grocery shopping.

Nuclear family no more: New data shows more grandparents 
raising kids, more unmarried couples
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Carol Summers, 60, left, is helping to raise two of 

her grandchildren. She says she enjoys being 

involved in their lives, but economics also is a factor. 

"You're buying in bulk," Summers said. "It's easier 

that way." With her are daughter Shayla Summers, 

27, and grandsons Dorien Summers, 5, and Gerald 
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"You're buying in bulk," Summers said. "It's 

easier that way."

About one in 12 Detroit homes has more 

than two generations living under one roof, 

the third-highest percentage in Michigan 

after River Rouge and Royal Oak Township, 

according to new census data released 

today. The data helps quantify what long has 

been known.

"It doesn't surprise me because it's like they 

used to do it down south," Summers said. "I 

know from my older sisters and brothers that 

this was the trend, and it's becoming more 

common up in the northern states."

The presence of more grandparents in the 

home is just one of the changes occurring in 

Michigan families. New census data shows 

fewer homes have married couples in them, 

and when they do, they are less likely to have children.

"Fewer children definitely," said state demographer Ken Darga. 

"That partly reflects the number of people who are of age to have 

children at home. As we have more retirees, they aren't going to be 

having children."

Michigan's median age rose from 35.5 in 2000 to 38.9 in 2010, 

according to the census.

Michigan also was the only state to lose population in the past 10 

years, declining about 0.6% while the nation as a whole was 

growing. Many of those who left were young people just out of 

college, Darga said.

"Their children will be born outside the state of Michigan," he said.

The changing demographics raise questions for policy makers, 

especially educators. Detroit Public Schools has been closing 

buildings and consolidating services for years as the number of 

students dwindled. Suburban districts face similar issues.

Russ Olwell helps teach future teachers at Eastern Michigan 

University, and he's seen up close the change in Michigan families.

"When you call a child's home, you can't assume you're going to 

get a parent," said Olwell, director of the Institute for the Study of 

Children, Families and Communities. "You may get a grandparent, 

you may get a neighbor. The mom who is going to be the room 

mom for the elementary school, that might not be there anymore."

Olwell said he teaches future teachers to be conscious of the 

changes.

"You can't make assumptions about that kid based on that," he 

said.

Olwell said the only thing new about the decline of the nuclear 

family is that it's happening to people further up the income scale.
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"For 30 or 40 years, the kind of structural shift we see now in the 

middle class we saw in poorer families," he said.

Unmarried couples living together also are increasing in Michigan 

and other states, the data show. While still only 6% of Michigan's 

households, there are now 247,283 households with unmarried 

partners in them, up 22% from a decade ago.

In metro Detroit, Ferndale had the highest percentage of unmarried 

couples living together, at 11.2%. About 26% of those couples are 

same-sex couples, according to the census.

"You're getting a lot of young professionals that quite often are just 

living together just out of college, and of course the gay 

community," said former Ferndale Mayor Robert Porter. "It's an 

energetic community that tends to invest a lot in their house. It 

generally has been a beneficial aspect to the city of Ferndale."

The census data also show a decline in home ownership during the 

past decade, falling from 73.8% to 72.1%.

"Homeownership rates are down for people under age 65 and up 

for people age 75," Darga said. "This reflects the fact that it is hard 

for young people to buy homes, hard for older people to sell their 

homes, and hard for many people with mortgages to keep their 

homes."

That trend bodes ill for neighborhoods, said Kurt Metzger, director 

of Data Driven Detroit, a nonprofit research firm.

"It leads to less stable communities," Metzger said "You're much 

less apt to have active community participation if you have renters. 

You get into absentee landlords. You see a neighborhood where 

the grass isn't mowed or is less well-kept."

Contact John Wisely: 313-222-6825 or jwisely@freepress.com

View Comments  | Share your thoughts »

Trailer: 'Conan the 

Barbarian'
Aug 17, 2011

Detroit students receive 

free school supplies, ha…
Aug 16, 2011

Two witnesses recount 

moments after 1 of 6 as…
Jul 29, 2011

selected by Taboola
DTE Energy Appliance Plan
Home Protection Plus From DTE Energy - Appliance Protection Plans
hppservices.com/appliance_protect

Page 3 of 4Nuclear family no more: New data shows more grandparents raising kids, more unmarrie...

8/19/2011http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2011108180529



ADVERTISEMENT

METROMIX

Bikinifest at the Beach 

Grill

More from Metromix

MOST POPULAR

1. Drew Sharp: Michigan's Will Campbell had 

recruiting hype but not fundamentals

2. Northville teachers pay 900% more for health care 

in new contract

3. Tempers flare, resulting in first fight of Lions 

training camp

4. Lions' Ndamukong Suh: My strength puts officials 

in tough spot judging safety

5. Lions defensive coordinator: Nnamdi Asomugha is 

one-trick pony

6. Stephen Henderson: Fannie Mae turns American 

dream into nightmare

7. Sinkhole in Detroit swallows SUV, passengers 

SUBSCRIBE!

Sign up for home delivery 

today.

HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS

Mick McCabe: Dearborn football teams adapt 

during Ramadan

Harrison QB Jake Vento goes from catching to 

tossing

Cass Tech coach Thomas Wilcher goes 

Junction-style to unify team

Utica Eisenhower Eagles may be class of 

Macomb Area Conference

First day of prep football practice: Oxford 

celebrates new, blue field

First day of prep football practice: Lincoln Park 

seeks first win since '06

ADVERTISEMENT

Site Map  |  Back to Top

LOCAL NEWS

Detroit

Metro Detroit

Wayne County

Oakland County

Macomb County

Michigan

Politics & government

Rochelle Riley

Weather

OPINION

Editorials

Letters to the editor

Commentary

Mike Thompson cartoons

Stephen Henderson

Ron Dzwonkowski

Brian Dickerson

Editorial page blog

Columnists

MitchAlbom.com

SPORTS

Lions

Tigers

Red Wings

Pistons

Wolverines

Spartans

High School Sports

Mitch Albom

Michael Rosenberg

Drew Sharp

Outdoors

Other colleges

ENTERTAINMENT

Detroit Metromix

Music

Restaurants

Movies

Arts

TV and radio

Names & Faces

AUTOS/BIZ

Auto news

Auto reviews

General Motors

Ford

Chrysler

Detroit auto show

Michigan business

Real estate

Tom Walsh

Susan Tompor

Mark Phelan

Sarah A. Webster

OBITS

Death Notices

Submit a Death Notice

CLASSIFIEDS

Cars

Homes

Jobs

Rentals

Shopping

Advertise

LIFE

Food

Travel

Health

Shopping

Crossword puzzle

Comics

Technology

Relationships

Books

Do Good Detroit

MomsLikeMe.com

Civil Rights

HELP

Advertise

Archives

Contact us

Subscriber services

e-Edition

Got a question?

Free Press Charities

Bookstore

FOLLOW US

Twitter

Facebook

Mobile

RSS

E-mail Alerts

Text Alerts

News | Jobs | Cars for Sale | Homes for Sale | Apartments for Rent | Real Estate | Shopping | Mom Groups

Copyright © 2011 www.freep.com. All rights reserved.

Users of this site agree to the Terms of Service, Privacy Notice/Your California Privacy Rights, and Ad Choices

Page 4 of 4Nuclear family no more: New data shows more grandparents raising kids, more unmarrie...

8/19/2011http://www.freep.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2011108180529


