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Detroit police chief: 'America has a problem with guns, but the
epicenter seems to be here in Detroit'

 By Gus Burns | fburns@mlive.com 

on January 03, 2013 at 4:20 PM, updated January 04, 2013 at 1:29 PM

Print

View/Post Comments

DETROIT — The data speaks for itself.

Detroit, as if it weren't already too well

known, is a violent place, and much of that

violence is carried out by way of the gun.

Of 386 criminal homicides in 2012, 333 were committed by shootings. The remainder were assaults, 33; and

stabbings, 20.

Additionally, there were 25 civilian-justified and 3 police-justified killings for a grand total of 411.  The

manner of those deaths was not shared at a crime data media presentation in Mayor Dave Bing's 11th floor

conference room Thursday.

There were 25 percent more homicides in 2012 than the calendar year two years prior.

In addition to 333 shooting deaths in 2012, there were 1,263 nonfatal shootings, 85 of which were self

inflicted.

Channel 4 reporter Charlie LeDuff asked the leaders in the room — Interim Chief Chester Logan, Mayor

Dave Bing, and Detroit Police Inspector Dwane Blackmon — if those at the top were accepting any blame.

"As a chief of police in the city of Detroit, I take a certain amount of blame for the spiraling gun play in the

city," said Logan, who took the helm of the department just three months ago amid a sex scandal involving

ex-Police Chief Ralph Godbee Jr. "But one of the things you should realize... is that gun play is a national

problem, the state of our mental health is a national problem.

"It's one heck of a problem that we have as

a society... America has a problem with

guns, but the epicenter seems to be here in

Detroit. So the problem lies not only solely with the police department. It lies with the press, it lies with the

principal, it lies with the preacher and it lies with the parent."
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Gus Burns | MLive Detroit

Detroit Interim Police Chief Chester Logan, Detroit Mayor Dave
Bing and Inspector Dwane Blackmon discuss Detroit's 2012
crime data.

 

Another question fielded by Logan dealt with the seemingly thriving gun business in Detroit and how police

can "counter gun play" when the number of arms in the community is on the rise in response to the

violence.

"We've traced the guns back that we've

found involved in these crime, and these

aren't the average citizens" who are buying

guns for sport or protection, said Logan. " Many of these people are involved in a nefarious walks of life.

There's a difference between a law-abiding person who seeks a gun an a criminal or thug that's out there

using a gun.

"I certainly don't want to" infringe on anybody's right to bear arms. "What we're talking about is

responsible use... and there's a big difference... They obtain their guns on the streets."

Bing echoed the chief's sentiments that the public must rise up as a community to face the problem of

violence and not rely solely on law enforcement.

"I just don't believe that a police

department should have the total

responsibility for safety in the city," Bing

said. "There are things that are happening

in homes, in families, in communities and the neighborhood that whether a cop is there or not, it is not

going to stop the crime... You can't have the police in every home in the city."

Leaders at the meeting as an example referenced the last homicide of 2012 in whci Semeria Greene is

charged with fatally stabbing her 8-year-old daughter in the chest.

Bing said one of the keys to heading off rising gun violence is connecting with the youth.

He said the city and Detroit Public Schools Police Chief Roy Roberts are in discussions about how the various

parties can reach out to at-risk youth before they pull a trigger.

"We've got to wrap our arms as best we can around these young folks, let them know that when they get

into these types of situations it doesn't have to necessitate a gun, it doesn't have to necessitate a fight,"

Bing said. "We're talking about conflict resolution, so the whole education process, I believe is going to be

very important..."

Sponsored Links

View/Post Comments

Related Stories
 Early-morning attempted robbery in Detroit ends in man's death

 Should Detroit Police Department reveal how many officers it has?

http://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/index.ssf/2013/01/detroit_mother_accused_of_fata_1.html#incart_river_default
http://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/index.ssf/2013/01/early-morning_attempted_robber.html
http://www.mlive.com/news/detroit/index.ssf/2013/01/should_detroit_police_departme.html


1/9/13blog.mliv e.com/news/detroit_impact/print.html?entry =/2013/01/detroit_police_chief _america_h.html

3/3blog.mliv e.com/news/detroit_impact/print.html?entry =/2013/01/detroit_police_chief _america_h.html

©  MLive.com. All rights reserved.


