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The 1950s Marked the Turning Point for DetroitThe 1950s Marked the Turning Point for Detroit
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Growth of Detroit Suburbs PostGrowth of Detroit Suburbs Post--World War IIWorld War II
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ENORMOUS SUPPLY & VERY LITTLE DEMAND
TRENDS
IMPERATIVES : THINGS WE MUST DO

20
MI2

35 MI2

VARYING DENSITY

Varying population 
density throughout 
the city places an 
uneven burden on 

infrastructure systems 

VACANT LAND

Of Detroit’s 35 
square miles of 
open space, 20 

square miles 
are vacant and 
underutilized

WEAK MARKET

Current market 
demand for 

property in Detroit 
is extremely low
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Razing the City to Save the City
New York Times, June 20, 2010
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CULMA/Center for Urban Studies/jcb     2001 Wayne State University
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Source: Census BureauSource: Census Bureau

WhiteWhite BlackBlack AsianAsian HispanicHispanic Multi/Multi/OthrOthr

MacombMacomb 34,40234,402 10,83810,838 8,0058,005 4,4574,457 12,84112,841

OaklandOakland 13,45213,452 42,90742,907 24,82724,827 9,3699,369 19,69219,692

WashtenawWashtenaw 12,09512,095 7,9927,992 8,7798,779 3,1083,108 7,4147,414

OutOut--WayneWayne --44,23544,235 21,86621,866 12,97012,970 8,0078,007 26,67226,672

DetroitDetroit --112,357112,357 --2,5632,563 1,2191,219 18,69418,694 18,66418,664

The Movement of Persons of Color to the Suburbs Marked The Movement of Persons of Color to the Suburbs Marked 
the Decade of the 1990sthe Decade of the 1990s
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Predominant Race, 2000
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Detroit, Michigan
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WhiteWhite
AfricanAfrican

AmericanAmerican
AsianAsian HispanicHispanic

Other/Other/
MultiMulti

MacombMacomb -16,189 50,902 8,176 6,660 2,664

OaklandOakland -68,354 42,595 18,319 12,921 2,104

WashtenawWashtenaw 3,642 3,826 6,746 5,021 2,530

WayneWayne -126,804 -131,826 10,659 18,053 -10,316

OutOut--WayneWayne -82,487 53,567 12,445 16,541 -3,327

DetroitDetroit -44,317 -185,393 -1,786 1,512 -6,989

The Suburban Movement of the 1990s Increased PostThe Suburban Movement of the 1990s Increased Post--20002000
With Exodus of African Americans From DetroitWith Exodus of African Americans From Detroit

Source: Census Bureau



2000 2000 –– 2010 Population Change by Race/Ethnicity Group 2010 Population Change by Race/Ethnicity Group 
DETROIT MSA (6DETROIT MSA (6--COUNTY)COUNTY)
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2000 2000 –– 2010 Population Change by Race/Ethnicity Group 2010 Population Change by Race/Ethnicity Group 
CITY OF DETROITCITY OF DETROIT
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CITY OF DETROIT CITY OF DETROIT : : Population by Race/Ethnicity: 2000 Population by Race/Ethnicity: 2000 -- 20102010
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1980
Rank

1990
Rank

2000
Rank

2010
Rank

1990
Score

2000
Score

2010
Score

Milwaukee MSA 55 44 22 11 82.882.8 82.282.2 79.679.6

New York MSA 99 77 44 22 80.980.9 79.579.5 76.976.9

Chicago MSA 11 22 33 33 84.484.4 80.480.4 75.275.2

Detroit-Warren-
Livonia MSA

22 11 11 44 87.687.6 84.984.9 74.074.0

Cleveland MSA 33 33 55 55 82.882.8 77.277.2 72.672.6

The Detroit Metropolitan Area Experience the LargestThe Detroit Metropolitan Area Experience the Largest
Decrease in BlackDecrease in Black--White Residential SegregationWhite Residential Segregation

Source: Census Bureau / U.S. 2010 Project
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Top Countries of Origin for Immigrants Coming toTop Countries of Origin for Immigrants Coming to
Metropolitan Detroit, 2003Metropolitan Detroit, 2003 -- 20102010
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Top Communities for Foreign Born Share, Top Communities for Foreign Born Share, 20072007-- 0909
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FFOUROUR SSTRATEGICTRATEGIC OOUTCOMESUTCOMES

1. Make the region welcoming to the international
community and immigrants.

2. Attract international investment and businesses that
create jobs.

3. Strengthen, grow, and revitalize neighborhoods in the
city of Detroit and in the region’s core communities.

4. Attract and retain international talent in the region.



The City Of Detroit and Its Suburbs Are Vastly DifferentThe City Of Detroit and Its Suburbs Are Vastly Different
in a Number of Areasin a Number of Areas

CityCity SuburbsSuburbs CityCity SuburbsSuburbs

White, NHWhite, NH 8%8% 80%80% CollegeCollege Grad +Grad + 12%12% 30%30%

African AmericanAfrican American 82 %82 % 11%11% UnemploymentUnemployment 33%33% 14%14%

Asian/PIAsian/PI 1%1% 4%4%
HouseholdHousehold
Income <$25KIncome <$25K

49%49% 23%23%

LatinoLatino 7%7% 3%3%
HousingHousing VacancyVacancy
RateRate

23%23% 8%8%

Foreign BornForeign Born 5%5% 9%9%
No VehicleNo Vehicle
AvailableAvailable

24%24% 6%6%

Source: Census Bureau – 2010 Census and
2010 American Community Survey



Metropolitan Area AfricanMetropolitan Area African AmericansAmericans Were the OnlyWere the Only
Group to Experience a Decrease in Home OwnershipGroup to Experience a Decrease in Home Ownership
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Metropolitan Gains in College Graduation Rates WereMetropolitan Gains in College Graduation Rates Were
Achieved by African Americans and WhitesAchieved by African Americans and Whites
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Metropolitan Area Unemployment Rates Increased MostMetropolitan Area Unemployment Rates Increased Most
and Participation Decreased for African Americansand Participation Decreased for African Americans
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Household Incomes Throughout Michigan HaveHousehold Incomes Throughout Michigan Have
Decreased At Rates Three Times That of the NationDecreased At Rates Three Times That of the Nation

19991999

(2000 Census)(2000 Census)
2010 ACS2010 ACS ChangeChange

PercentPercent
ChangeChange

Median Household Income

United StatesUnited States 54,941 50,046 -4,905 -8.9%

MichiganMichigan 58,449 45,413 -13,036 -22.3%

Detroit MSADetroit MSA 64,348 48,198 -16,150 -25.1%Detroit MSADetroit MSA 64,348 48,198 -16,150 -25.1%

Macomb CountyMacomb County 68,178 49,160 -19,018 -27.9%

Oakland CountyOakland County 81,008 60,266 -20,742 -25.6%

Wayne CountyWayne County 53,357 39,408 -13,949 -26.1%

City of DetroitCity of Detroit 38,636 29,526 -12,849 -33.3%

Source: Census Bureau – 2000 Census and
2010 American Community Survey

* Note: All 1999 monetary values are adjusted to 2010 dollars using U.S. Consumer Price
Research Series Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U-RS) from 1999 to 2009.
Source: U.S. Department of Labor



Household Income Dropped for All Groups in the MetroHousehold Income Dropped for All Groups in the Metro
AreaArea –– No Group Exceeded $30,000 in DetroitNo Group Exceeded $30,000 in Detroit
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Metropolitan Area Poverty Rates Increased Most forMetropolitan Area Poverty Rates Increased Most for
African Americans, Native Americans and LatinosAfrican Americans, Native Americans and Latinos
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20002000 –– 2010 Population Change by Age Group2010 Population Change by Age Group
DETROIT MSA (6DETROIT MSA (6--COUNTY)COUNTY)
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20002000 –– 2010 Population2010 Population Change by Age GroupChange by Age Group
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Composition of Detroit Households, 2000 Composition of Detroit Households, 2000 -- 20102010
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Age Structure of Detroit Householders, 2000 Age Structure of Detroit Householders, 2000 -- 20102010

30%
15 - 24 years

25 - 34 years

19 8%

21.7%
20 1% 20.7%20%

25% 35 - 44 years

45 - 54 years

55 - 64 years

65 - 74 years19.8%

14.1%

18.9%
20.1% 19.6%

15%

65 74 years

12.9%

10.9% 11.5%10%

5.2% 4.6%

0%

5%

0%
2000 2010

Source:  Census Bureau



Southeast Michigan Is Not Retaining and AttractingSoutheast Michigan Is Not Retaining and Attracting
2525--34 Year Olds With a College Degree34 Year Olds With a College Degree
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Physical Design & WalkabilityPhysical Design & WalkabilityPhysical Design & WalkabilityPhysical Design & Walkability

Messaging & TechnologyMessaging & TechnologyMessaging & TechnologyMessaging & Technology
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Detroit: The New "Cycle" City

Momentum Planet, May 2010

www.DataDrivenDetroit.org



Is the Future of Cities Being Built in Detroit?

The Observer of London July 2010

www.DataDrivenDetroit.org



The parable of Detroit

So cheap, there’s hope
Having lost a quarter of its population in a decade, America’s most 

blighted big city could be turning the corner

The Economist, October 22, 2011

www.DataDrivenDetroit.org



Detroit Pushes Back With Young Muscles
New York Times, July 1, 2011
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Real Estate News: Housing Revs Up in Detroit

Wall Street Journal, September 28, 2011

www.DataDrivenDetroit.org



www.DataDrivenDetroit.org



www.DataDrivenDetroit.org

GovernanceGovernance
BoardsBoards



www.DataDrivenDetroit.org



NEIGHBORHOODS

NEIGHBORHOOD CENTERS
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Driving Detroit: The Quest for Respect

in the Motor City George Galster

Greater Detroit is stunning. It is stunning in its legacy of industrial, labor
organizing, and artistic achievements juxtaposed against its legacy of
race and class warfare.

It is stunning in its contrasts between poverty and plenty, decay and
splendor, ugliness and beauty, hate and love, despair and resilience,splendor, ugliness and beauty, hate and love, despair and resilience,
all implausibly proximate on the urban landscape.

It is stunning in that it has represented to the world both the best and
worst of what cities can be, all within the span of half a century.
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